
Musings from the Manse-Week 8. 12/05/20 

 

Hello everyone, 

Did you see the Spitfire flypast on Friday to honour 

the service men and women in Care for Veterans 

care home on Boundary Road? 

Andrew and I took our permitted exercise time and 

walked along the promenade as far as Heene road. 

We didn’t expect so many other people to have the 

same idea! I guess everyone liked the idea of 

something different to do.  

Well, the anticipation was immense and as I began 

to hear a rumble in the sky my heart started to beat 

a little faster. The Spitfire appeared as if out of 

nowhere and zoomed past us, turning and repeating 

three times. It was exhilarating! 

It made me think about how people must have felt 

during the war time when they heard and saw enemy 

planes flying over. I imagine that when the sirens 

started and people headed quickly to the shelters, 

they weren’t feeling excitement as I did, rather fear 

and a real sense of uncertainty about what they 

would emerge to. Our physical bodies respond in 

the same way to fear and excitement, but our 

thoughts and emotions are very different. I was 

watching from a position of safety; in the war years 

this was not the case. 

One thing we can be sure of, whatever times we may 

be living through is the certainty of our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ.  

As we walked home one of my favourite quotes 

popped into my head, the words of Julian of 

Norwich 

“All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all 

manner of things shall be well” 

Take care everyone, Jill 

                    
In our churches there is a real sense of being on 
hold at the moment. Lots of plans were in 
preparation for mission. Exciting times ahead but 
Covid 19 threw a spanner in the works. I had a 
conference meeting with 15 ministers this week. 
We were all wondering when and what the next 
step would be.  But we must put things into 
perspective.  For us a slight setback for a while but 
for others utter devastation. Reassuringly God is 
with us through this time. We are blessed having 
that knowledge. If you are struggling a little, 
remember there are many helpful and inspiring 
items to be found online. We are not alone 
Christian’s still have a voice; We are still church but 
in a different way. 
 

Christian Aid Week 
It is easy for us to miss regular events taking place 
through the Christian year. But remember we are 
at the start of Christian Aid week. No envelopes 
this year but there are other opportunities for 
giving. If you go online there will be several 
options. There is a good quiz to take part in. I know 
there are many demands on our charitable giving 
at this time but Please make an effort to support 
Christian aid as we have mentioned our 
neighbours are near and far.  

https://www.christianaid.org.uk 
 
While we are in this down time people have said 
because they can no longer attend church, they 
feel they are growing distant from God. Here is 
some good news for them and all of us. Wherever 
we are, whatever our situation we can still talk to 
God. Go and read psalm 121, reconnect with the 
God who waits for you. We call talking to God 
prayer here is one Acronym for the word PRAY… 

Power       Resounds         Around        You 
Jesus set the perfect example of prayer. 
Although His day was filled from morning to night 
with many pressures and responsibilities -- 
addressing crowds, healing the sick, granting 
private interviews, traveling, and training His 
disciples -- He made prayer a top priority. If Jesus 
was so dependent upon His fellowship in prayer 
alone with His Father, how much more you and I 
should spend time alone with God. 
The lives of the disciples and other Christians who 
have been mightily used of God through the 
centuries to reach their world for Christ all testify 
to the necessity of prayer. They are examples of 
obedience to our Lord's command to pray. 
Someone has wisely said, "Satan laughs at our 
toiling, mocks our wisdom, but trembles when he 
sees the weakest saint on their knees." Prayer is 
God's appointed way of doing God's work. 
Prayer should reflect the relationship we have 
with God. After all, it is awesome to think that we 
have been given the ability to communicate with 
Him. In any moment and from any place, we can 
thank Him, ask for His strength, discern His will and 
become more like Christ. As James 4:8 says,  
 
“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” 


