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Luke 12:32-40. Ends “You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
“Be like those waiting for their master to return.” 

As we begin this season of Lent, we prepare 
ourselves for Easter. We await the Good News of 
Jesus resurrection. One feature of life is the 
waiting; waiting for someone to show up, for 
something to happen, for things to change. 
Another certainty in life is that most of us do not 
like waiting. We look for the shortest queue at the 
supermarket. When service was slow in a 
restaurant or bar, we become impatient, even 
angry; waiting is terrible.  But in England most of 
us are quite disciplined about waiting, we don’t 
like it, but we do it stoically. Life is punctuated with 
periods of waiting. Some people wait for the 
diagnosis, others for a cure. Some wait for the day 
the pain will stop and the grief will end. All of us 
are waiting for this pandemic to end that’s for 
sure. Others wait for the answer to their prayers. 
Entering into the future often brings fear and 
anxiety about what will happen. We are told about 
this ‘New Reality’, what will it be like? Are we living 
in it now or is it to still come? We are haunted by 
the unknown and lack of control. We sometimes 
dive back to the memories of our past, that seems 
to be a safe place. As difficult as our present 
circumstances may be, this is the only place where 
we can ever be fully alive. It is the only place we 
can truly experience God. 

Everyone, everywhere, in every age waits. Jesus 
does not eliminate waiting. If anything, it sounds 
like just the opposite. He tells the crowd, “Be like 
those waiting for their master to return.” This 
passage in Luke is not simply about passing time. 
It is about presence and being present. Jesus sees 
waiting as an act of faithfulness; the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
No one knows the hour of the master’s return, not 
even Jesus. We are mistaken if we think the 
passage describes an absent God, a God who left 
some time ago, for whom we wait. We are equally 
mistaken if we think we are waiting for a God who 
lives out in the future. Jesus is teaching us how and 

where to wait. He’s inviting us to be present to the 
One who is always already present. He’s inviting us 
to listen for the knock, to watch, and to be alert. 
He’s inviting us to be present to the reality of God 
in each other, in the world, and in ourselves. This 
is the God who is present in the ordinary 
circumstances of our lives, even in our waiting. We 
might be tempted to ask, so where is God in all our 
waiting? Where is God in all this present suffering? 
But maybe the better question is, “Where are 
we?” So `Jesus says, “Be ready for action. 
Something is going on right now. Right here. And I 
want you to be a part of it. “Have your lamps lit,” 
He says. “There is something to see. Move out of 
the darkness. Come into the light. See what is right 
in front of you, what is all around you, and what is 
within you. For the Father wants you to inherit the 
kingdom.” All of this, Jesus says, will happen at an 
unexpected hour. Like a thief in the night the Son 
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. So when 
is the unexpected hour? When will all this 
happen? Well, let us believe the most unexpected 
hour is today, right here, right now. Be ready! 

ZOOM Lent 2 course next 

Wednesday 24th at 7:00pm.  
Please read Acts chapters 3&4 in 

advance. 
 

Puzzle corner no puzzle this week, sorry 

no room. Answer to last week – Tom is the 
thief! If you would like an explanation, please 

email me. 

 
Note: for my service this week I intended to use a 
couple of items I thought were free of copyright 
restrictions. On further investigation they were 
not. Please be extremely careful when 
downloading and using items from the internet. 
You may like to listen to a new song I was going to 
use you can find it here. Copy and paste the URL. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LU8mVK_
33Q&feature=emb_logo 

Andrew and Jill 
 


