
Musings from the Manse - Week 1 
I am going to put out a letter each week just to keep in touch with everyone.  21/03/2020 

 

How things have changed over the past week. 

On Monday we were thinking shall we have a 
service on Sunday, or do we cancel a particular 
meeting. By Wednesday afternoon we had the 
decision made for us. The situation has been very 
fast moving indeed. A new concept was given to 
us - social distancing. We observed how events 
were unfolding in China at the end of last year 
never thinking such a crisis would reach us here 
on the other side of the world. It goes to show 
our planet is so fragile, a microscopic virus can 
cause such havoc. Despite all our technology, all 
our know how, all our advances the world has 
come to a virtual standstill. So now we have to 
work together to show unity and solidarity. From 
this point in history our world has changed. A 
crisis like this brings out the best in human 
nature but sadly also the worse. We need to let 
love, compassion and faith win out.  
Ironically last Friday was the first proper day off I 
have had in weeks. It was good to take the dog 
for a workout in a secure field for an hour. I am 
in competition with Ollie (the dog) to grow my 
beard. Jill is not too pleased about that! 

It is the simple things in life that will be important 
to us at these times. The season changes we see 
new life emerging hear the birds singing. Nature 
carries on, through this we are reminded that 
God is there for us. Our faithful God will not 
desert us. 
As Christians we will need to prepare for being 
church post COVID-19. Many people will have 

questions particularly WHY. But for now, we just 
need to get used to the new way of living. 
Whether its weeks or more likely months. Many 
people will have grown out of the habit of church 
attendance. That is something we will need to 
address when we open for business again. In the 
meantime, there will be many resources 
available for people to engage with worship. I 
will let you know about these as they are up and 
running. For now, we have to keep up good 
communication. The Elders and pastoral team 
are working well together on this issue. If anyone 
knows of a person in distress or finding life 
difficult please let us know. We are a family here. 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us 
timid, but gives us power, love and self- 
discipline. (2 Timothy 1:7)  

We’re reminded in this passage not to crumble in 
the face of a potential emergency. Nor are we to 
panic. By faith, we can act with the power of love, 
and self-discipline that comes from God. With this 
as our guide to face this crisis, we can rise to the 
occasion to provide steady and supportive care. 
Our church should be able to open the channels of 
communication during this time of COVID-19. 
Provide members and friends, not forgetting 
those in our wider community, with assurance, 
prayer and practice aid to give comfort and help 
alleviate the inevitable stress and anxiety that his 
crisis brings.  

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow 
of your mercy in this time of uncertainty 
and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and 
fearful, and lift up all who are brought 
low; that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
You may already be aware of the URC site if not 
give it a try.               dailydevotions@urc.org.uk 
 

Stay safe - Yours in His service Andrew 


