
MUSINGS FROM THE MANSE 
Tier Four Edition – No. 10 – 14th March.  2021. 

The fourth Sunday of Lent is kept as Mothering 
Sunday. It's sometimes known as Laetare (joyful) 
Sunday. It's a day when Mothering in all its forms 
is celebrated - the mothering of Mother Church as 
well as the human mothering as parents. 
The Bible’s stories of mothering are never twee, 
sentimental or sugary. The Old Testament stories 
of Sarah, Ruth, Rachel and Leah, Rebecca, Hannah, 
Moses’ mother and sister…. and from the New 
Testament, the story of the annunciation, the 
nameless Syrophoenician woman’s refusal to take 
no for an answer.  The list of characteristics 
associated with mothering grows ever longer and 
more diverse. They provide new and life-giving 
ways of creating family and community, just as 
Jesus did from the cross when he asked his mother 
and his best friend, John, to care for each other 
when he had gone, and just as Moses’ mum did 
when she risked everything to give her son a 
chance at life. I think the term mothering Sunday 
is an important distinction from the commercial 
Mother’s Day. 

As we well know people’s experiences differ on 
this day and it can be increasingly difficult for more 
and more people. This year it is made even more 
painful due to the lack of contact and closeness. It 
seems there are so many families struggling. There 
are shattered relationships, divided families, and 
extended families. We might think about our own 
lives – our experiences of mothering or of being 
mothered, remembering with thanksgiving the 
people who have done those things for us.  And 
perhaps we might also think of times when we 
have been failed by those who were supposed to 
care for us, or those times when we ourselves have 
failed. If mothering were only done by mothers, it 
would be very hard indeed to ensure that 
everyone received the nurturing, the protection, 
the love, the sacrifice, the guidance (etc) that we 
need to become the people we are meant to 
be.  As a church community, we are called into a 
role of mothering that sometimes might need to 
be just as desperate, fierce, loyal, grieving etc as 
the mothers mentioned earlier in Scripture.  If we, 

as a church, truly love the community in which we 
are situated, just as God loves it, and if we are to 
be God’s holy people for God’s needy world, then 
we will feel the pain of the world’s suffering, and 
we will be willing to sacrifice something of 
ourselves in order to bring to birth God’s purposes 
for the world. To build his kingdom here and now. 
After lockdown ends, we will need to re-engage 
with all kinds of people. Welcoming them back with 

grace and compassion, these have always been 
hallmarks of the Christian faith, and this has been 
evident throughout its history. We are a fellowship 
but more than that we are a family with God as 
father and Jesus as our brother, the Holy Spirit 
providing a strong bond of love. 

Reminder - Seder Meal on Maundy Thursday 1st 
of April at 7:00pm. Goring URC. to join in: either 
in person in the Goring church, or via the live 
stream on our website/YouTube. Sign up by 
contacting Mary Redman at - mary@redlee.co.uk 
or 01903 692218 by the 24th of March. 

Lent 5 ZOOM course next 

Wednesday 17th at 7:00pm. 
Please read Acts chapters 8:5-40; 9:1-31 in advance. 

Puzzle Corner 
Answers to last weeks 
1 Beluga (whale) 

2 0.8 (is 80% or eight-tenths) 
3 Carasaljo (New Jersey, US) 
4 Alnico (an alloy and chemical compound of      
Aluminium, Nickel and Cobalt, used in magnets) 
 5 E# (# means sharp - there is no sharp between the 
notes E and F) 

Here are 5 annoying riddles …. 
1 What can write but can’t read??? 

2 She is your uncle’s sister but isn’t your aunt, 

Who is she??? 

3 What has teeth but can’t bite??? 

4 What has a head, a tail, but has no legs? 

5 What is more useful when it is broken? 
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