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ADVENT 4 The theme is Peace.  
Christmas is a time of peace and good will 
and a time for peace. Peace with God and 
the Peace of God. I guess you must have 
sent or received at least one card with 
‘peace’ written on it. 
The word "peace" in the Bible, refers to a mental 
attitude of tranquillity based on a relationship 
with God in the Christian Way of Life. It is a word 
which describes the result of a person's correct 
response to God's Grace. The Bible uses "peace" in 
two ways. There is personal peace with God which 
comes when a person accepts Jesus Christ as 
Saviour. Then, there is the peace of God which is 
available on a daily basis as the believer 
participates in the Christian way of life according 
to the Plan of God. 
“Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners 
reconciled,” is a line in a Christmas carol that gives 
a picture of Jesus as God’s gift of peace to us. 
“Shalom” is a Hebrew word that signifies “peace”. 
Jesus was the perfect example of that “shalom” 
lived it out; He demonstrated the kind of peace we 
all long for. Being the Son of God, Jesus was at 
complete peace and unity with God (“I and the 
Father are one,” is a statement He made about 
Himself). He always treated people with respect, 
wisdom and love. He brought peace to those 
around him, and He ultimately wants to bring 
peace between all of us and God. Jesus said, 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you” 
(John 14:27). And Paul said, “[Jesus] himself is our 
peace” (Ephesians 2:14). The angels proclaimed 
peace. “Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace.” The angels have it right. If we want peace 
to rule in our lives, God must rule in our lives. He 
is our peace. 
Generally, many people come to church at this 
time who don’t usually attended. That’s fantastic 
we love to see them. They are not necessarily 
interested in Christ and the Bible, salvation and 
justification, all these things we have taken into 
our lives. They come for the tradition and that 
feeling that everything is right in the world. Its 
Christmas again full of memories and hope. A 

slight correction, perhaps not this year. Covid 19 
has limited access to places of worship in so 
many ways. It is as if we are doing 

‘Christmas lite’ this year to use a current term. 
A cut down version. 
I just want to say here what that peace with God is 
through Jesus. It is not by our deeds. It is not by 
our tradition, whether URC, Baptist, Catholic, 
Methodist or C of E. It is not by baptism. It is not 
by church membership. It is not by devotion. It is 
not by parentage. It is by faith alone. By faith alone 
are we saved and can know real peace. 
 

Christmas Cards. 
Jill and I would like to thank you for the many cards 
we have received and some of the lovely thoughts 
expressed. Thanks again. 
 

PUZZLE CORNER 

Answer to last week’s conundrum is 12.59 pm.            
At 1 pm the dish is full. If the virus doubles every 

minute, then one minute earlier, the dish must have 
been half full. So, the dish was half-full at 12.59 pm! 

Two for this week ……1. “You walk across a 

bridge over a river, you look down and see a 
boat full of people, yet there isn’t a single person 

on board. How is that possible, are you seeing 

things?” 

2. “You have a 3-Litre jug a 5-Litre jug, and an 

unlimited supply of mulled wine. How do you get 

exactly 4 Litres of mulled wine without 

estimating?” (This was in the film Die Hard 3 
except they were using water). 
 

Have a happy and peaceful 
Christmas everyone!  

Stay safe. 
Andrew and Jill and Ollie. 

No musings next week but more in the 
New Year. 

 


