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The excitement of a new discovery. While doing a 
little bit more research into my fathers war time 
record, I was directed to a website that may be of 
interest. I found out he was moved from the Royal 
Artillery to the Maritime Artillery Company and 
made up to staff sergeant. One of his roles was the 
equipping of merchant ships with anticraft guns. 
He served on the north Atlantic and Baltic convoys. 
One of the troop ships he helped protect was the 
Dominion Monarch, a converted luxury cruise 
liner. I have been looking at a picture of that ship 
for years and had no idea its relevance. You may 
have seen it too. It is on the opening credits to call 
the midwife. The ship at the end of the street. The 
photo was taken in 1952 after the ship had been 
recommissioned. I thought that was quite 
amazing, such a coincidence of all the ships in all 
the world etc…  Perhaps that was not the best 
example but sometimes you can’t see for looking. 
You need that extra key of knowledge to unlock 
and reveal more of the picture. 
 
That’s exactly how we need to handle our Bible. 
Learning to OBSERVE INTERPRET APPLY COMPARE 
Many read the Bible only on rare occasions, 
perhaps in a crisis or in church. They are content 
to get their Bible knowledge second hand. Others 
who read the Bible on a regular basis do not know 
the method whereby they can discover the riches 
of Scripture for themselves. Try it and see! 
See 2 Timothy 2:15.  So then, brothers and sisters, 
stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we 
passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by 
letter. Then in  John 5:39  "SEARCH the scriptures" 
37 And the Father who sent me has himself testified 
concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor 
seen his form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for 
you do not believe the one he sent. 39 You 
study* the Scriptures diligently because you think 
that in them you have eternal life. These are the 
very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you 
refuse to come to me to have life. (* can be 
translated as search). This is Jesus speaking. 
 
To discover all the words and details and ideas that 
are easily overlooked: often we fail to see what is 
right before our eyes. We are poor detectives. We  

 
read too hastily. We can easily miss what the verse 
clearly says. We need to look, inspect, hunt, pay 
close attention, to notice, watch, consider every 
word and phrase. Read and reread. Take notes if it 
helps. If you get stuck ask questions: Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? How? Use commentaries, 
ask people who may know, even ask the minister! 
 
We may need to bridge the cultural, language and 
time gap: in order to do this we often need help: 
translations, dictionaries, atlases, etc. There is a 
wealth of resources especially on the internet. 
God means what He says and says what He means. 
The problem is that we often come to God’s Word 
with our own preconceived ideas and notions 
about what we think the Bible says. This is why 
people can prove anything they want by using the 
Bible. Instead of using the Bible, they are actually 
abusing and misusing the Bible by forcing their 
own interpretations upon God’s Holy Word. 
Instead of letting God say what He says, we try to 
make the Bible say what we want it to say or what 
we think it should say. This subjective approach is 
very detrimental to true Bible study and God will 
not honour it. We need to come to God with a 
humble heart, casting aside all of our 
preconceived notions and opinions, and say, 
"Lord, teach me Your ways. Help me to learn. 
Correct my thinking. Help me to change my 
thinking in favour of what You have said."  
We always need to approach our studies in prayer. 

The next ZOOM Bible study May 5th we shall be 
looking at Acts chapter 15. 

To finish with five Bible based questions. 

1 How many years did Noah live for after the flood? 
2 What is the last word in the Old Testament? 
(According to NKJV) 
3 By which previous name was Paul of Tarsus known 
as? 
4 Who was the older brother of Moses? 
5 Who made the first translation of the Bible into 
English in 1382? 
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