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Last week I was thinking about summer and 
recalling past memories, the perceived golden 
days. We often find ourselves looking back to 
evaluate the present. Some scientists say if 
time travel were possible, we could only go 
back in time. I think Einstein had some 
thoughts on this. You couldn’t go forward 
because it hasn’t happened yet. Others now 
state that future travel is the only way to 
escape the present time. I am not getting into 
Special Relativity and worm holes. It’s all 
theoretical and paradoxical, we have other 
things to worry about at the moment I am sure.  
Mark Twain once said, "there was but one 
solitary thing about the past worth 
remembering, and that was the fact that it is 
past and can't be restored." The Repair Shop 
has been doing a pretty good job lately.  
Yes, I have recently been watching the TV 
programme the Repair Shop. That’s like going 
back in time, let me explain; people take in 
cherished items to be repaired and restored. 
They may not be valuable in monetary terms, 
but they hold priceless memories. A team of 
amazing craftspeople and specialists carry out 
the work. It seems nothing is beyond repair. 
When folks return to pick their item up, they 
are often reduced to tears. Not because of the 
bill but being reunited with an item from their 
past. Something that was broken and is now 
whole. Something worn out but now having a 
new life. The good news is, there is no cost, 
the TV company pays the bill.                             
 
What does God say about restoration? The 
Bible contains story after story of how God has 
taken the broken pieces of someone’s life, and 
by His grace, made something new and 
beautiful. 
The promise of restoration, “I will restore you 
to health and heal your wounds, declares 
the Lord” (Jeremiah 30:17, NIV), is a repeated 
theme throughout the Bible, offering hope 
when all else seems to contradict it. Jesus 
said; 
"Come to me, all who labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” Matt. 11:28-30 

 
 

Jesus is the Restorer of broken lives, again the 
price is already paid. Here is a prayer that may 
be helpful in troubled times. 
Dear Jesus, You know my deepest worries 
and hurts and the areas where I desperately 
long for healing and restoration. Today I fully 
surrender those to You, and I ask You to help 
me have a joyous, expectant faith as I wait for 
You to move. I commit to trust You, Your ways, 
Your plans and Your timing from this day 
forward. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
There is a really moving hymn by Graham 
Kendrick. Beauty for brokenness (God of the 
poor) You may like to find it on YouTube.  
……………………………………………………. 
 
This Sunday my text is from 1 Thessalonians 
1. There are many place names mentioned so 
as an aid memoir I am including a map of the 
area. Just so you can get a better 
understanding. No, its not my holiday planner. 
 

 
 
On a lighter note as this is a summer edition of 
Musings here is a Summer pop quiz.  

So many songs are written about summer or have 

summer in their title. Have a go at naming 10 to 

while away a few moments. Examples, George 

Gershwin – Summertime 1935 (covered 25,000 

times) to Haim – Summer Girl 2019 (not so 

memorable). Who says I don’t do trivia? For the 

more highbrow amongst us Antonio Vivaldi: The 

Four Seasons (summer) now reduced to being lift 

music or telephone on-hold music and Frederick 

Delius: A Song of Summer. Also, a rather jolly 

piece by Felix Mendelssohn: Overture to A 

Midsummer Night's Dream. I am sure you can 

think of other pieces of music that evoke summer. 

Stay Safe.                           Andrew and Jill 


