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Rev Andrew Sellwood -

Some Preparations for Christmas
I remember back to when I was at theological college, many years ago. I was
sent on an Advent mission to Salford for a few days. It was early December.
My home church was already bedecked with all kinds of colourful decorations.

But the large church I was to be working with had no signs of the season. In fact
it all seemed quite gloomy and mournful, no carol singing even. The sermons
and readings were to me a bit heavy. Their view was during Advent we need to
remember the dark and difficult times, like the hymn “The Race that Long in
Darkness pined” Then on Christmas Day they were to have a great celebration,
a big party, remembering the second line of the hymn “Have seen a glorious
Light”. It made me seriously consider the implications of the Christ Mass.

I must confess I still quite like all the glitter and carol services.

Advent summons us to the beginning
of the greatest historical event ever
between God and human beings.
Advent deepens our desire and
anticipation that God will do what
prophets have promised.

Here I want to share with you two
questions for reflection in these days
before Christmas.

1. What does Advent make us do?

2. And what is the relationship
between the Old and New Testament?

Answer to question one; during Advent
we Christians proclaim the coming of
Christ - not just a first coming as a
helpless baby in Bethlehem, but the
second coming that will be far more
glorious than the first.

Second question's answer, we must ask
ourselves how Jesus fulfils the Old
Testament prophecies, and how the
sayings of the prophets are an
extension of a long and ancient
tradition of hope for justice, peace and
communion with God.
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After the Biblical prophets died out, their words were handed on for hundreds of
years and became the vehicle through which the community of Israel expressed
its hopes, dreams and aspirations to future generations. All the way down to this
present generation. These two questions lead on to a third ….

The Messiah, the Saviour Jesus, was born but have we found Him yet?

Once again in 2018, we are in the season of Advent indicating that Christmas is
just around the corner. Many of us may recall another popular hymn sung
during this season, “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” whose lyrics go like this:

Come, Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.

Those words reflected the voices of
the prophets of old. Just as they
waited full of hope we wait. Hoping
that soon good will triumph over evil,
and light will break into this present
darkness.

Christmas is a commemoration of
God's coming into the world. He came
for all of us - believers and non-
believers alike. His birth should bring
us hope and triumph which will dispel
the sadness from our lives. But sadly
after years of celebrating Christmas
after Christmas, many people are yet
to see that triumph in our lives and

hope may be giving way to despair.
Has the Messiah really come? If He
has, where is He? Why doesn't He
change the world? The real problem
today is that we are waiting for God to
literally come to us. We celebrate His
birth just like that of any one of us -
offering prayers, eating, drinking and
making merry. We celebrate his
coming into the world, but we do not
welcome Him into our hearts and lives.

Yes, He has come into the world and is
very much in our midst but
unfortunately, we refuse to recognize
Him therefore fail to welcome Him.
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By being born to poor parents, in an
environment of extreme poverty,
Jesus is telling us where He dwells -
not in places of majesty and glamour
but among the poor and the down-
trodden, the sick and dying, the
hungry, the oppressed and in those
we love and those we hate. In short,
He is among the masses. Amidst our
celebrations this Christmas, let us
pause a while to look around us to
recognize that Jesus who was born
into the world two thousand years
ago is among us in every person and
in every trial and tribulation we
encounter in our lives. Let us take a
moment to look around to recognize
Him in those who do not have joy and
peace in their lives.
Let us do the little within our means to
alleviate the pain and misery in their
lives. Let us do whatever we can to
give them the hope that triumph will
one day wipe out the sadness in their
hearts. We too, like Jesus, must have
the humility to come down from our
positions of comfort and power to
meet Him in the people around us.
If we isolate ourselves from the
masses by building a fortress around
us with all our wealth and power,

together with greed, selfishness and
pride, then we can keep waiting for
Jesus all our lives, but it will only be in
vain. To us then, His birth into this
world, will be just another day to
celebrate, eat, drink and make merry.
It will never really become the day
when hope shall sing of triumph and
sadness melts away.
These lines from John Betjeman’s
wonderful poem on Christmas
resonate somewhere in the hearts of
all people who experience the
Christmas Story either as believer or
bystander.
And is it true? And is it true?
The most tremendous tale of all,
A Baby in an ox’s stall
The Maker of the stars and seas
Became a child on earth for me?

At Christmas we celebrate the birth of
God made man in the Christ Child
who made us in love and who lives
His life by loving us. His life among us
gives us a pattern for our lives and a
true reason to celebrate.

Andrew Sellwood .
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Some Christmas Fun !
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Mary’s song
And Mary said: ‘My soul glorifies the
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour, for he has been mindful of the
humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call
me blessed, for the Mighty One has
done great things for me – Holy is His
name. His mercy extends to those who
fear him, from generation to
generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with
his arm; he has scattered those who
are proud in their inmost thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their
thrones but has lifted up the humble.

He has filled the hungry with good
things but has sent the rich away
empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful to
Abraham and his descendants for ever,
just as he promised our ancestors.’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about
three months and then returned home.

Luke 1:46-56
New International Version

The Birth of Jesus Christ
- as told in the Bible
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Joseph accepts Jesus as his son
This is how the birth of Jesus the
Messiah came about[a]: His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to
Joseph, but before they came
together, she was found to be
pregnant through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph her husband was
faithful to the law, and yet did not
want to expose her to public disgrace,
he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit.

She will give birth to a son, and you
are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from
their sins.’

All this took place to fulfil what the
Lord had said through the prophet:
‘The virgin will conceive and give birth
to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel’ (‘God with us’).

When Joseph woke up, he did what
the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary
home as his wife. But he did not
consummate their marriage until she
gave birth to a son, and he gave him
the name Jesus.

Matthew 1:18-25
New International Version

... and he gave him the name Jesus
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Modern day Bethlehem

.. and below, villages with the city of Bethlehem in the distance.

Photograhs taken by Geoffrey Redman during his recent holiday in Israel.
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The Magi visit the Messiah
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem
in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came
to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is
the one who has been born king
of the Jews? We saw his star when
it rose and have come to worship
Him.’

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem
with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah
was to be born. ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this is
what the prophet has written:

“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will
shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the
exact time the star had appeared.

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for
the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may
go and worship him.’

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they
were overjoyed.

Matthew 2:1-10
New International Version
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Frankincense
(What is it and where does it come from?)

When the three wise men came from the east bearing gifts for the baby
Jesus in Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph would have been rather pleased to
receive their presents. The Gold would have proven handy to pay for
some decent accommodation and the Myrrh useful to anoint the new-
born infant, but the Frankincense was perhaps even more valuable.
Weight for weight, it was worth more than the Gold and was not only
widely lauded as a priestly air freshener, but also reputedly to have
healing properties.

Two thousand years ago, as Jesus was being welcomed into the world by
theses mysterious visitors, Dhofar was at the heart of the lucrative
Frankincense trade. For millennia the precious resin had been used as a
valuable currency between the roaming Bedouin tribes. The Boswellia
tree, from which the resin comes evolved in the unique biosphere of the
misty mountain plateau and its sheer inaccessibility accounted for its
worth.

As such Dhofar, in modern day Oman was the source of the greatest
trade route in the Middle East. Frankincense was exported through what
is now Yemen, Saudi Arabia and upwards to the Holy Land.

Oman lies between the bottom of the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf.

Extracted form a travel article in the Daily Telegraph

and a review of a new travel book. Submitted by - Roger Wilde
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Qualifications for a Preacher
The other day a member of our Pastoral Committee read a letter from a
possible applicant for a post in our church. The Chairman of the Committee read
the letter to the Committee:

“ I have many qualifications. I’ve been a preacher with much success and I’ve
also had some success as a writer. Some say I’m a good organizer. I’ve been a
leader in most places where I have been.

I am over 50 years of age. I have never preached in one place more than three
years. In some places I have left after my work has caused disturbances.

I must admit I’ve been in jail three or four times, but not because of any real
wrong doing.

My health is not too good, though I still get a great deal done.

The churches I have preached in have been small, though located in several
large cities. I’ve not got along too well with religious leaders in towns where I’ve
preached.

I’m not too good at keeping records. I have been known to forget whom I have
baptized.

However, if you can use me, I shall do my best for you. ”
Our Committee Chairman looked around and asked the committee “Well, what
do you think? Shall we take him on?”
The rest of the Committee were aghast. Hire an unhealthy, trouble-making,
absent-minded ex-jailbird? Was the Chairman crazy? Who was the applicant
anyway? Who would have such colossal nerve!?
“Oh” said the Chairman who had read the letter, “ It’s just signed ‘Apostle Paul’ ”

Submitted by Wilfred Rhodes
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Doris Baker's 100th Birthday
A few of us from Church were privileged to attend a party to help Doris
celebrate her 100th birthday on Sunday 16th September 2018.

It was held in the 2nd Worthing
Scout Group hall; just a few
doors from where she lives.

We were, along with the other
guests, asked to be there by
11.45, which we duly did. From
the Scout hall we all proceeded
to Doris’s front door, complete
with Adur Concert Band who
started playing Happy Birthday
to Doris out in the street.

Neighbours then appeared and
people stopped to watch when
Doris emerged with her son Keith.
Doris was then escorted to the
scout hall by her son whilst we
raised Union Jacks in a guard of
honour for them to pass through
on their way in.

Everything was beautifully
organised, right down to the last
detail. The Adur Concert Band

played ‘old time’ tunes and songs
during the party, finishing with Land
of Hope and Glory and Sussex by
the Sea. Those of us who knew the
songs sung along as well; Doris was
singing along too.

A seating plan helped us to find out
where and who we were sitting with.
There were tables with family, scout
friends, friends and neighbours and
of course friends from the church.
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On each table there was an Order of Events informing us of what was
happening when. A finger buffet was beautifully prepared by the ladies of the
scouts, which we all enjoyed and of course we had the cutting of the cake by
Doris. This was followed by a speech by her son, Keith, and a toast to Doris’s
100 years.

Doris was with her family at the top table with her card from the Queen in
pride of place in front of her. She thoroughly enjoyed herself as did everyone
else. There were group photographs taken and time to chat before we went
home. As I said at the beginning what a privilege it was for us to share this
momentous occasion with Doris, she is a remarkable lady.

Wilma Smith

Doris laying the reath on Remembrance Sunday 11 November at 11 o'clock



14 The Chronicle Winter 2018/19

Beetle Drive - 10 November 2018
It was billed as a Beetle Drive, but frankly the advert could have been for
ANYTHING as I stopped reading as soon as the word 'cake' jumped out at me ...

Expertly organized by Val Gill, tables of 4 took turns to roll a die ...
Depending upon the number rolled, you would draw a part of a beetle e.g.
you needed a 6 to start, and that was the body. Then 5 was a head, 4 was
an antenna etc. There was an example picture with the instructions (drawn
by Mary) so no need to remember complex rules. Only game 1 was a beetle
- future rounds included a car, a cake and the Nativity scene!

Drawing ability varied from the sublime (Chloe Redman) to the ridiculous
(me!) but it didn't matter - and neither did whether or not you won a game.
There were little prizes for the winner of each game on each table, but no
running scores or league table. Speed didn't matter either, as you were only
in opposition with people on your own table. Basically, the perfect game for
ages 3-300 ... with cake!

At the end of each round, the winner on each table moved anti-clockwise
and the loser moved clockwise, so there was plenty of opportunity to
mingle. I think I was on a table at least once with everyone apart from Mary,
Andrew and Jill ... I was heading towards the cake corner (by losing each
game - a happy coincidence given that it's pure chance) but before I got
there we had a scheduled tea break.

This was finally a chance to try some of the cakes and biscuits

Interestingly, Wilf arrived at just that very moment - perfect timing!

Rosina's lemony biscuits were wonderful - I was still eating them after
church the next day just to continue the quality assessment. All 5 biscuits
have passed with flying colours!

Susie Thomas
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ABOVE: Examples of Mary's instruction

sheets, several of Chloe's beautiful

drawings and my not-so-beautiful

attempt at an angel (immediately after

I finally rolled a six to start, someone on

my table completed their angel and we

had to stop!)

RIGHT: Joe proudly showing off 4 medals

for winning 4 of the 6 rounds
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Joan Finlay
I was very pleased to be able to visit Joan, and talk to her about
her long life. I also admired her beautiful garden!

Joan Eldridge was born in
Linslade in Bedfordshire on
20th June 1920.

Her father was a policeman
in the Buckinghamshire
Constabulary, and was very
proud to be P.C.99! He
came out of the forces at
the end of WW1 in 1919.

He would never speak
about his experiences in the
war, except to say that “he
looked after the horses”.

So when Joan watched the film “Warhorse” it meant very much more to her,
than to us younger folk. She had a twin brother and sister, born when Joan
was 7 in 1927. When she was 4 the family moved to Cheddington; and then
to Whitchurch in Buckinghamshire where they lived from 1929 to 1935.

Her father was moved on every 5 or 6 years by the police ”as they shouldn’t
get too friendly with the local people.”
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Joan was the first pupil in her school to win a scholarship to Aylesbury
Grammar School. She was very keen on the athletic side! After the
grammar school she went into the telephone service in Slough and
started that work just as W.W.II commenced. Her work involved giving
out air raid warnings and supervising the rest of the staff. She trained
men engaged in night work in Telephony.

She was 19 at the beginning of the war, and she was ‘Big Sister’ in a
very close family.

Joan took over the running of Lifeboys of Boys Brigade at the
Methodist Central Hall in Slough, with her sister’s help. At about the
same time Frazer Finlay joined the B.B.Company as Lieutenant, having
moved from Belfast.

Joan worked in Slough, but lived in
Datchet and she well remembers
the floods of 1947 when her house
in Datchet was flooded with 3 ft of
water. Her father being in the police
force, had to work in the
community helping local people to
clear up, so Joan and her sister had
to do what they could to carry what
they could from the ground floor
up stairs. It was hard work but they
quite enjoyed it all as the army was
called in to help, and Joan was
transported around the district in a
DUCK! Who wouldn’t enjoy that!

The girls had to do this themselves
as their brother was away in the
Fleet Air Arm.Joan, in her younger days
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Joan and Frazer got married in 1949 at
the Methodist Central Hall in Slough.
Frazer had been a member of the
Presbyterian church in Belfast, but there
was no Presbyterian church in Slough and
so folk met in people’s houses. Eventually
a Presbyterian church was built and
Frazer was much involved, and Joan was a
Sunday School Teacher and a member of
the choir. Frazer was an Elder.

By 1960 Frazer worked for the Horlicks Company as an engineer, and that
year they sent him to India to the East Punjab to build a factory there.

Of course Joan went too, and they were there for 2½ years.

Living conditions were not completely comfortable but they lived in the
local Maharajah’s hunting lodge!

Horlicks factory in course of construction
Nabha, East Punjab, India
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On their return to England Frazer left the Company and they took on a
small store in Hove, and then later a V.G. Store in Tarring. Then they
joined Goring United Reformed Church in about 1975.

Joan joined the Women’s Guild and played the piano.

One Sunday at a few minutes to 11 o’clock (the time at which we used to
meet) Ron Jordan came out from the Vestry and asked Joan if she would
play the piano for the service as the organist had not arrived! Short notice!

She with others, raised £1000 by selling greetings cards for the Women’s
Guild. And then she joined the choir!

Joan and Frazer very much enjoyed reading the Lesson at the Sunday
morning service until Frazer became very poorly. After a time of illness he
died on 21st July, 2005, and Joan has lived alone since then. They have lived in
Newtimber Avenue since 1975 when they took on the shop in Tarring.

She has quite a long memory and remembers baby sitting the Cooper’s
children. And look at them now! She has also grown Amaryllis flowers FROM
SEEDS over 48 years! Now, she says, she is looked after by Julie Ward.

Julie and husband Charlie and their boys were formerly members of our
church.) Julie is a wonderful carer and is Parish Nurse with the Maybridge
Community Church.

Together we remembered last Christmas, when her sister Margaret was
staying with her, as she usually did. Joan and Margaret fell together in the
house, and Margaret died.

Joan was in hospital, but was able to attend her sister’s funeral.

A very sad time, but tremendously helped by Julie Ward.

Now we look forward to Summer 2020!! Wilfred Rhodes
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Solutions to puzzles on page 29

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #1
Novice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

SATISFAC
TIO

N
 G

U
ARAN

TEED
: M

anufacturer's, upon receipt of the check

7 8 2
8 4

8 9 1 6 7
6 7 4

4 7 5 9 1 6 3
2 4 8

8 1 5 3 9
2 4

9 7 4

Sudoku Puzzle

6×6 Easy Binox by Krazydad, Volume 1, Book 1

The finished  puzzle should be filled with Xs and Os. Horizontally and vertically, there should
never be a continuous run of the same symbol longer than 2. There are an equal number of
Xs and Os in each row and column. All rows are unique. All columns are unique, too.

#1

© 2018 Krazydad.com

#2

© 2018 Krazydad.com

#3

© 2018 Krazydad.com

#4

© 2018 Krazydad.com

6×6 Easy Binox by Krazydad, Volume 1, Book 1

The finished  puzzle should be filled with Xs and Os. Horizontally and vertically, there should
never be a continuous run of the same symbol longer than 2. There are an equal number of
Xs and Os in each row and column. All rows are unique. All columns are unique, too.

#1

© 2018 Krazydad.com

#2

© 2018 Krazydad.com

#3

© 2018 Krazydad.com

#4

© 2018 Krazydad.com

Binox Puzzle
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What's on here in
this church ?
Do you remember seeing a similar page to this in the Autumn Chronicle?

Don't forget you can discover all that is going on in this church by visiting our
website or via facebook and twitter - https://gurc.org.uk/whats-on/

On ourWhat's On page is a day to day diary of what we have planned for
some months ahead. Select the left and right [blue] arrows or scroll up and
down with the mouse, or finger, to find a particular week.

Most entries can be expanded to display more details.

Organisers: Please do let me know of all planned events. Graham Redman

Extract from our Website shown below -
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Our Cotswold Holiday by Daphne Eames
“on the Bumpy Coach”

We set off on the 13th October for
our holiday. We first caught the bus
into town to meet up with the mini

bus outside the Lido which took us
to meet our coach at Cobham.

We arrived there about lunch time.

Fellowship
Our first meeting with a speaker was
on 25th September which was a
continuation of our rail trip, given by
our friend Tony. We started at the top
of a steep hill called Licky End, the
station being mainly for walkers and
the hill for outings, one of which Tony
went on for a Sunday School trip
when he was a child.

From there to Longbridge, once
famous as the centre for Austin car
manufacturing, then on to Northfield
which goes back to Roman times and
the Salt Road going across country to
the coast.

After Northfield came Bournville, built
on the River Bourne. The “no Pub”
rule applies even today and even
Tesco were refused an application to
sell alcohol in their recently built
Tesco Express store.

We are now on our way to Selly Oak.

Our next speaker was postponed so
our next speaker was Bobby telling us
tales of her latest cruise on the
Oriana.

Our last meeting before Christmas is
on 11th December which will be
another interesting afternoon led by
Andrew.

Carole Culliss
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We went to eat our sandwiches and
the drinks we had brought with us,
then we went over to the coach we
were going on to make sure our
luggage had been transferred from the
mini bus. So the people from the mini
bus all got on the coach and off we
went. The first place we went to was
the old railway near Cheltenham Race
Course, 'The Gloucestershire and
Warwickshire Railway', it was rather nice
going on this old train, we were going
to be picked up at Toddington, some
ten miles away, but unfortunately the
coach wasn’t there, in fact it didn’t turn
up until much later. We waited around
about an hour, delaying our check at
the hotel, planned for 6.45, was much
delayed, consequently not eating until
much later - 9.00pm!

The next day we went to Stratford-on-
Avon which I hadn’t been to before.
We had a trip on a boat, then to the
shops to have sone lunch. It would
have been nice to have gone into
Anne Hathaway’s house, but the
queues were very long. The shops
were very nice. This time we arrived

back at the hotel on time.

The next day we went to Worcester
Porcelain Museum and then joined the
coach to Tewksbury with lovely half
timbered houses. We also saw a
wedding at the Abbey, the bride
arrived in a dormobile which we
thought was rather strange. We
finished the day at Cheltenham after a
bumpy coach ride. Later when we went
back to the coach the driver found that
the back tyre had gone down - must
have been all those bumps, so the
wheel had to be changed. So once
again we were late back to the hotel.

Next day we went to Bourton-on-the-
water which we liked very much. The
little bridges are really lovely. Later on
we went to Stow-on-the-wold. The hill
was really quite steep, to pick up the
coach.

By now everyone was complaining
about the bumps to the driver. When I
arrived home I complained to the
company. I have received some money
back.

Daphne Eames
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‘The Grand Tour
Part One West Sussex to Tuscany

For a long time now David and I have often said we should take the
caravan and tour Europe for a month! Bit of a pipe dream? Maybe!
One of those ‘Bucket list’ ideas? Possibly! Well this year we decided that
it’s the year for the ‘big trip’! - or as we have now dubbed it ‘The Grand
Tour’. It took quite a long time to decide what to do and where to go.
So, we made a list each! We had far too much for a month so began to
whittle it down to something that was manageable and not exhausting,
after all it is supposed to be a holiday!

The one event that was on David’s list -
and there was no compromise on it –
was to begin with the Belgian Formula
1 Grand Prix at Spa Francorchamps. An
item that - if we had a bucket list -
would have been at the top!!! We had
other ideas too, David’s mostly car
related and mine art related, Now all
we have to do is plan the route.

So the adventure begins:

Its Thursday and we are off, with
passports, tickets, and euros. We have
two Satnavs (dont ask why!) we also
have a map book of Europe, it used to
be just me as navigator and the map
book - but not now … hey-ho thats
progress for you! On arrival at Spa we

realised that this was not, most
definitely not going to be a quiet
weekend in the Belgian forest! We
were guided into a field by marshals
along with hundred of cars, vans,
motorhomes and caravans. The
system was you just pull up behind the
one in front and set up. I have never
seen so many different types of
vehicles turned into ‘somewhere to call
home’ in my life. You have to make
sure you are more or less self sufficient
and some very strange things were
being assembled – tables and chairs
made from the boxes that carried the
food and drink. Tents of all varieties
were turned into bars and restaurants
with enormous barbecues.



25The Chronicle Winter 2018/19

There were flags everywhere in
support of the drivers and their teams.
Musical instruments and huge
speakers for sound systems, the like of
which would be more at home in Earls
Court or the 02 were all being
unpacked and arranged for the best
quality sound!! Someone had even
set up a pool in a trailer lined with the
sort of lining for a pond and they even
heated the water! They had a boiler
which was heated using a wood
burning stove. When darkness began
to fall the music and barbecues, lights
and bonfires began and yes it was
noisy, very very noisy from around
7pm until around 2am we had Dutch
music and German music and lots of
other styles beside! This continued for
the three nights we stayed, the motor
racing itself was insignificant in
comparison!! Well nearly!! The tickets
we had allowed us into the parts of
the circuit where you take your own
chairs and a picnic in your bag, we
found a very good spot among trees
with a good view of the track at the
part of the track known as Rivage.

The atmosphere at a live sporting
event amazing, it is exciting and yes,
noisy but it all adds up to a very
entertaining time. Despite the noise

and lack of sleep, we had a great time.
Monday morning bright and early we
were on the road again moving south
for 350 miles into France and our stop
in Burgundy. We stayed for 3 nights
doing very little to rest before moving
on to the south coast. We chose a
site in the grounds of the most
beautiful chateau where their take
away menu is Boeuf Bourguignon with
chips! Having sampled it in the past
at Chateau l’eperviere it was the only
place to stop … just for the food. It is
situated by the River Saone and
therefore a very flat region with lots of
agriculture and very peaceful. Just
what you need after a noisy weekend.
Spending time in such a delightful
place with warm sunshine on our
backs was wonderful, walking by the
river which flowed eventually into the
Rhone and on to the sea where we
were heading next. I can assure you
we will be back this way for more beef
on our homeward journey!

The Autoroute de la Sud beckoned for
our continuing journey through
France, travelling on the autoroute is
very good as there are plenty of areas
to pull off the road, some with full
services and some are green picnic
areas for rest.
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They are lovely but come at a price as all French motorways are toll roads or
as the French say ‘Le Peage’. Still here we are on our way to the French
Riviera and the temperatures rising.

It is so beautiful: we arrived to blue skies and sunshine and this is the ‘Art
Stop.’ Our plan, or should I say, my plan was to visit The Rosary Chapel in
Vence, a Chapel designed by Henri Matisse the French Impressionist for the
Order of Dominican Nuns, at the age of seventy-seven and in ill-health,
Matisse began the biggest and most challenging work of his entire career.

He said of the work “this work required four years of exclusive effort and it is
the fruit of my whole working life. In spite of all its imperfections I consider it
as my masterpiece.” The Chapel opened on 25th June 1951 and Henri Matisse
died in on 3rd November 1954. I am sure its not to everyones taste but I
loved it and I am so glad I have been able to see it. Worth every mile!!

I did manage to sneak in a visit to
the Picasso Museum (its was a lovely
surprise as I didn’t know it was
there.) Before we headed off into
Italy however I was not going to
leave the Mediterranean Sea without
swimming, It was deep blue under
the bluest of skies with an ominous
black cloud on the horizon and so

warm. The black cloud got worse
and we experience the biggest
thunderstorm imaginable, just
overhead it even made the ground
shake. The morning was sunny again
and off we go along the road to
Genoa where only two weeks earlier
part of the motorway collapsed.
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It was quite macabre to see the end of a bridge to nowhere and very sad that
at least 90 people had lost there lives. We left the motorway to find our way
through Genoa and out the other side to pick up the motorway again.

We stayed a night or two in Rapallo before continuing on into Tuscany, our
destination for ten days. What an amazing journey it was, the area is very hilly
or even mountainous, the road took us through tunnel after tunnel and in
between quite stunning views initially the sea to our right, and valleys and hills
to our left. It is awesome which is perhaps an overused word but its hard to
find another big enough to describe it.

The site we were to stay on turned out
to be up a hill!! David was beside
himself worrying about the car towing
the caravan and how high we had to go.
Well we reached the town at 1740
metres above sea level, phew! The car
coped and we breathed a sigh of relief!!!

The hill town of Sarteano was gorgeous
high in the Tuscan hills with a castle
watching over it, and wonderful views of
the surrounding country on a clear day
we were told we would see Florence, but
I think that was an Italian tall story!

From the top we looked over the little towns roof tops towards our home for
a little while! We visited the hill top towns of Siena and Cortona which are a
story of their own with more views across the plains of the area.

We wandered around Florence one afternoon, I think the whole population
of Italy were there that day so we didn’t stay long!

Tuscany is such a beautiful area we were very happy just sitting and looking
we thoroughly enjoyed the peace of the countryside.
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Sarteano, Tuscany

We found our way to Lake Trasemeno, it felt like it was a beautiful secret as
there were not many people around, a real treat after the crush of Florence.

Our ten days of rest and relaxation in Tuscany came to an end all too soon
and it was time to begin travelling north and more adventures before we
reach Calais.

Look out for ‘The Grand Tour’ Part two in the next Issue of Chronicle.

Bologna to West Sussex.

I also have some interesting statistics to astound you!

Caroline Hibbs
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Forthcoming events at Goring

Answers Novice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1
Sudoku #1
5 1 4 6 9 3
6 3 2 5 7 9 1

4 3 2 5
1 8 5 3 2 9

2 8
9 3 6 1 5 7

7 4 6 2
3 9 8 1 7 5 6

5 6 3 2 1 8

7 8 2

8 4

8 9 1 6 7

6 7 4

4 7 5 9 1 6 3

2 4 8

8 1 5 3 9

2 4

9 7 4

Sudoku #2
4 2 6 5 8

6 8 7 3 9
3 8 9 4 2 7
2 5 1 4 9
4 6 9 2 8 7 5
7 9 3 6 8
8 2 1 7 6 4

7 8 1 3 6
6 9 3 8 7

9 1 7 3

5 2 4 1

1 5 6

8 7 6 3

3 1

1 4 5 2

3 9 5

5 4 2 9

1 4 5 2

Sudoku #3
4 7 3 6 5 1
8 9 5 1
6 2 7 5 3 9
9 2 1 4 5
1 5 8 2 7 3 6
7 9 6 2 4

4 9 6 5 8 3
8 2 5 9

8 7 3 6 4 1

9 8 2

3 2 4 6 7

1 4 8

6 3 7 8

4 9

3 8 5 1

2 1 7

3 6 1 7 4

5 2 9

Sudoku #4
6 8 4 9

6 8 4 3 2
1 3 2 5 6 8 7

6 3 8 5 7 2
8 7 5 1 3 9
4 2 9 1 7 8
3 6 9 2 1 5 4

8 7 9 1 6
4 1 5 9

5 2 7 1 3

7 9 5 1

9 4

9 1 4

6 4 2

3 6 5

8 7

2 5 4 3

7 6 3 2 8

Sudoku #5
9 4 3 6 2 8
6 5 7 3

8 7 1 2 9 5
4 9 1 2 7 8 5
8 1 5 9 7

7 2 8 3 9 1 6
1 4 6 8 7 3

6 4 1 9
7 8 9 2 5 4

1 5 7

2 9 8 4 1

3 4 6

6 3

6 3 4 2

5 4

9 5 2

2 5 3 7 8

3 1 6

Sudoku #6
6 4 7 8 1 2

7 2 9 4
2 1 3 9 8 7
4 8 6 3 5

3 1 2 8 6
6 2 5 1 9

4 7 1 6 2 3
3 5 8 1
1 2 5 3 7 4

9 5 3

8 3 5 6 1

5 4 6

1 7 9 2

5 9 4 7

7 4 3 8

8 9 5

2 4 7 6 9

9 6 8

Sudoku #7
7 1 6 3 5 9
3 5 8 2 6 4
9 1 3 5 2
6 5 4 2
2 5 7 3 6 1
8 4 1 5

6 2 5 9 3
4 2 8 5 1 6
5 8 9 1 6 7

4 2 8

9 7 1

6 4 7 8

3 1 8 9 7

9 4 8

7 6 2 9 3

1

7

4 8

3 9 7

3 2 4

Sudoku #8
2 5 9 1 6 8
3 4 5 8 2 9
8 7 6 9 3

3 4 7 6 1
1 4 2 3 7

2 9 5 3 4
1 6 8 4 5

2 1 3 5 6 7
8 5 4 1 3 2

3 7 4

6 7 1

1 4 5 2

5 8 2 9

9 6 5 8

7 8 1 6

7 3 2 9

4 9 8

6 7 9

Christmas time
Candle-light Carol Service
Thursday 20 December at 6.00pm

Nativity Service for all the family
Monday 24 December at 5.00pm

Christmas Day Celebration Service
Tuesday 25 December at 10.30am

Also see our website 'What's On' www.gurc.org.uk/whats-on

Puzzle Solutions
Answers 6×6 Easy Binox by Krazydad, Volume 1, Book 1
#1 #2 #3 #4

#5 #6 #7 #8

#9 #10 #11 #12

#13 #14 #15 #16

#17 #18 #19 #20

#21 #22 #23 #24
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Winter through to Winter
(And this year’s winter is yet to come.)

First and foremost, I want to thank those of you who have written to me.
Forgive me if I have not written back. I have a box, increasingly full of papers,
business and personal, all needing attention. Do they get it? No!

I am amazed at the change in the passage of time, how it has speeded up like
some horror movie. Little comfort that I don’t have the same commitments as
before – inevitably, there are new ones, plus that other phenomenon – the
disappearance of energy and my ‘get up and go’. I wonder how long it takes
to finish getting sorted and set up in a new house and environment, while
starting other new projects and interests?

Being alone, means that with only two
hands, it takes much more time.
Another year will soon be over.
And I get older!

The flowers and plants did well
despite having to learn to grow in
pots and containers and ‘moving
house’ at the coldest part of the year.
But I am nursing a slip of Forsythia,
which is trying to make its mind up
whether to bother to keep going! I
don’t know whether it made any
roots. When the cold snap was
forecast, I went out and cut off the
remaining tomatoes and beans.

The last cucumbers had already been
consumed the day before. The stems
and leaves went into the correct bin
and the spent growbags into a pile for
the roots to rot down until I can use
the soil as compost again.

There is a certain satisfaction clearing
away the dying plants that have lived
and served so well. There is no sense
of loss, only thankfulness for the
fruitfulness. Not a bad result for a new
venture in container gardening after
leaving the fertile Sussex soil.
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I am gradually getting used to my return to Methodism. Although Toll Gavel has
incorporated the former United Reformed church, John Wesley’s influence is
predominant. Another new hymn book is being explored. I continue to have
mixed feelings about ‘new’ hymns, for many reasons, but I am also learning to
question the ready way in which we can ‘Have a good sing’ with the oldies and
not question the words we are repeating.

I have changed my window displays. The frogs in both windows went into
hibernation – I put a notice to that effect, which provided a new word for some
of the children and maybe for a parent or two as well.

Swans and ducks took over at
first, then, when some tomatoes
needed to be ripened, I
arranged them in order of size,
three in a row and labelled them
Big, bigger, biggest. Small,
smaller, smallest.

I have seen many smiles as people caught sight of them.

The other window ledge had an old school slate, with the words ’Back to school’
in chalk. There was also an old school bell next to a book, ‘Learning To Spell’, old
pencils, a school pen with a nib, a box of metal nibs, a box of charcoal, a couple
of fossils, a pair of wire-framed spectacles, very old scissors and an old nature
book that belonged to my father when he was a boy. The reaction to this display
has been slower; as there is much more to take in, but some have come back a
second and third time and taken a longer look, pointing out and reading, even,
from the old books. Yes, my window displays are a success. I have been asked if I
would like to join the museum volunteers!
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I had a message on my phone recently,
saying that this person enjoys my
displays and is looking forward to
Hallowe’en. My heart sank, as I am not
a fan of all the hype that goes with All
Hallows Eve. There is plenty of pagan
gear on sale and I do not keep sweets
and chocolate in the house since the
doctor warned me of elevated blood
sugar following a test. Neither do I
want to add to the hyperactivity and
obesity of young children! Perhaps I
could make an autumn display? I
should be able to find some berries,
conkers, leaves, apples, etc. A few
verses of children’s poetry would
round it very nicely. It would last for

about a month, instead of two days.
Well, how things change in a few days!
I thought about Hallowe’en and
decided there was a way not to be a
killjoy by keeping one window with a
bit of fun and the other more serious
in nature. Each tomato in the window
now has eyes and eight black paper
legs. Among them are several pieces of
dried orange peel, also peering around
with eyes looking in all directions. I
have printed, in large print for easier
reading, the Scottish prayer – ‘From
ghoulies and ghosties and long leggity
beasties and things that go bump in
the night, Good Lord deliver us!’ and
set it up in the corner.

The other window is more serious, to make people think differently about All
Hallows’ Eve. It has old books with pictures showing a man beset with demons, a
scene from Highgate cemetery and another with the shadow of a giant.
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There is also a Bible, two candles (in
the candlesticks made by Mick Hitchin
from a branch of our old apple tree), a
bell, and William’s wooden cross. I have
printed off Bible verses to provide
strength and comfort:
‘The Lord shall keep thee from all evil,
He shall keep thy soul.” Psalm 121.

“The Lord is faithful and He will strengthen
and protect you from the evil one.”

2 Thessalonians 3:3
“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not
anxiously look about you, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you; yes, I will help you; yes
I will hold you with my righteous right
hand.” Isaiah 41. 10.

These I have folded and set where they
can be easily read. I changed the
displays to autumn scenes and now in
December, - Nativity scenes.
I have seen at least ten people a day
stopping and looking at the display
and reading the texts. Others give
quick glances as they stride by, but
most come by again, so lots of quick
glances add up.
I think I may have created another job
for myself – a new window display
every month! It will keep the teaching
brain active and give interest to

children and pause for thought to the
grown-ups. I am reminded of that
children’s hymn:

1. ‘God make my life a little light within the
world to glow; a little flame that burneth
bright, wherever I may go.

2. God make my life a little flower that
giveth joy to all, content to bloom in native
bower, although the place be small.

3. God make my life a little song that
comforteth the sad, that helpeth others to be
strong, and makes the singer glad.

4. God make my life a little staff wheron the
weak may rest, that so what health and
strength I have may serve my neighbours
best.

5. God make my life a little hymn of
tenderness and praise, of faith, that never
waxeth dim, in all His wondrous ways.

Matilda Barbara Betham-Edwards, 1836-1919.

May God in His wondrous way, make
our lives to be lights, flowers, songs,
staffs, and hymns, for the year 2019
and beyond. Mary Connelly
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Report for GURC on Synod Together
Meeting 13 October 2018 Caterham School, Caterham

Themeeting startedwith the usual notices of the arrangements for the day, before
moving on to the agenda which covered 25 headings.
Wewerewelcomed to themeetingby theHeadofCaterhamSchool,MrCeri Jones,
who ran through a brief history of the school. It was founded in 1811 when non-
conformists were barred from attending Anglican schools. The school is built on
the side of a steep hill resulting in there being long flights of stairs to the hall where
the meeting was held. This was a very modern building with a large auditorium.

The opening act of worship was led by
Sam Brown of the Children and Youth
Work Committee. This included several
word games in which we had to find as
many words as possible with biblical or
URC connections within 60 seconds.
Some delegates had obviously played
these games before, or were just very
good at word puzzles.
The main theme for the morning was a
discussion led by Mrs Sarah Griffiths,
Deputy Head of Caterham School on
the themeof “MentalHealth andYoung
People”. Her main aim was to promote
well-being in young people. This
included talking about mental health
problems openly. Mental health should
not be treated as left-handedness used
tobe treated. In Sarah’s viewwell-being
meant encouraging children to be self-
sufficient.

Local churches need to spread news in
their locality of any work they are doing
to foster well-being.

The Reverend Naison Hove’s induction
to Littlehampton United Church and St
Andrew’s URC, Rustington was noted.

The business of the afternoon was split
between a report on the work of the
SynodChildren’s andYouthCommittee
and various Synod papers. The work of
the Synod Children’s and Youth
Committee included a film of the
Greenbelt Christian music Festival 2018
and an invitation to local churches to
encourage young members to attend
the Festival in 2019. It was also noted
that it was the intention that Crossfire
Youth Camp will happen in 2019.
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The various synod papers included a detailed report on Synod
Manse Policy, which gave rise to a number of questions on the use
of a manse, e.g whether it is possible under the policy to use a
manse as a church. The answer to this was, “Probably yes”. The
Synod Property Committee is looking for a new manager.

There were several papers full of URC acronyms dealing with the
appointment and duties of Lay Presidents, authorised Elders and
Local Church Leaders.

The Synod Finance Committee Report dealt with the accounts for
the year ended 31 December 2017 and the budget for 2019.

The Reverend Andy Twilley brought us news of the work of Synod
Field Staff. There is a new brochure “Stepwise” to follow on from
last year’s. Each church should have a copy. More study booklets
will be produced next July and October. Andy recommended a
DVD “Talking Jesus”, a practical, video-based course, which will
inspire viewers to share their faith confidently and naturally. The
goal is to equip viewers to make the most of every opportunity to
help friends, colleagues and family members to consider Jesus for
themselves and to become His followers.

Most of the papers received unanimous support.

Under the heading Synod Finance it was noted that funds
received in 2017 exceeded expenses. Synod has stopped closing
churches. The assembly then moved on to consider the report
of the Children and Youth Work Committee. A successful Youth
Assembly was held during January. Synod youth Camp has
been booked for 4 – 11 August. Details of this will be sent out in
due course.

The next meeting will be on 9 March at East Croydon URC.
The meeting closed with an act of worship at just after 4.00 pm.

Giles Wilson
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Articles for the Spring edition of The CHRONICLE

You can submit articles to the editor in either of the following ways

E-mail to chronicle@gurc.org.uk
Post to Graham Redman at 5 Salvington Hill, BN13 3AT

The closing date for the spring magazine articles is 1 February 2019
However, it would be most helpful if you could submit articles before this.

Other Publications

Handbook and Directory:

Available for Church Members and those regularly attending.

Welcome

Sunday Welcome sheet Hymns & Songs Readings, Prayers and Notices

Leaflets

About this Church, What's On, Baptisms & Dedications, Church Membership,
Funerals, Getting Married, Hall Hiring.

Past weeks' 'Welcome' sheets, Leaflets and the Chronicle are all available
from our website https://gurc.org.uk and click on 'Chronicle & Publications'
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Journeys with Jesus & Junior Table Tennis
Tuesday Fellowship
Cake, Tea, Coffee and Chat
Ark for Adults with Babies & Toddlers
Kestro (Stroke Club)
Little Fishes Play Group
Bible Study Group

Reporters: Mr Wilfred Rhodes
Proof Reading: Mrs Jane Bond and Mrs Denise Woods
Mailing Secretary & Treasurer: Mrs Susie Thomas
Please send any contributions towards the Chronicle and mailing cost to her at -

2 Ardale Close, Worthing, BN11 6HW

Monday Afternoons
2nd and 4th Tuesday Afternoons
1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesday Afternoons

Thursday Mornings. School Term times
Friday Afternoons

Monday-Friday. School Term times
First Wednesday in Month

Weekday Activities

Editor: Graham Redman 01903 260568 chronicle@gurc.org.uk

The Chronicle costs approximately £1.50 each to produce. Whilst no charge is
made for the magazine, the Church would be very grateful for any donations
given to help towards its cost of production.
There is a box provided for such purpose at the back of the church, or
contributions may be made by post to Mrs Susie Thomas ( address above ).
Thank you.

CHRONICLE
https://gurc.org.uk/chronicle chronicle@gurc.org.uk

The

Publications Team



The United Reformed Church has over
1600 churches in England, Scotland and
Wales with a total membership of about
76000. It was formed in 1972 when the
Presbyterian Church of England and the
Congregational Church of England and
Wales united, and it was joined by the
Reformed Association of Churches of
Christ in Great Britain and Ireland in 1981
and the Congregational Union of Scotland
in 2000.

The churches of Emmanuel in Worthing,
Sompting, St Andrew’s Rustington and
Littlehampton are part of the ‘Worthing
Cluster’ and United Reformed Church
Southern Synod, whose affairs are
governed by the General Assembly.

Goring United Reformed Church
Goring United Reformed Church is part of the United Reformed Church in the
United Kingdom. At the beginning of this year, a Joint Pastorate was formed
with Sompting United Reformed Church with whom we share Ministry.

It was early in the 1930s that Worthing
Congregational Church in Shelley Road
began planning to build a new church in
the rapidly growing area to the west of
Worthing. The present building was
opened in September 1961 when the
congregation became too large to be
accommodated in the church building that
is now the hall. This first building was
opened in 1948.

Other churches in Goring with whom we
share the Christian faith are English
Martyrs Roman catholic Church, St
Mary, St Laurence & St Richard Churches
of England, New Life Baptist Church and
Bury drive Methodist Church.

We are here to worthip God and proclaim the love of Jesus Christ to all

Goring United Reformed Church, Worthing, West Sussex
https://gurc.org.uk



GORING UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
 —  We share a minister with Sompting United Reformed Church  — 

Shaftesbury Avenue, Goring by Sea, Worthing, West Sussex, BN12 4EA 

Web site:  www.gurc.org.uk  

Church Office :      office@gurc.org.uk     Telephone  01903 600260 

Minister:    Rev Andrew Sellwood  -  Friday rest day 

17 Drummond Road, Goring by Sea, Worthing, West Sussex. BN12 4DX 

Telephone 01903 248259      

 

Church Secretary:   Situation Vacant 

E-Mail: the secretary@gurc.org.uk 

Pastoral Secretary:   Mrs Hilary Redman 

5 Salvington Hill,  Worthing, West Sussex. BN13 3AT 

Telephone: 01903 260568   E-Mail: pastoral@gurc.org.uk 

Church Treasurer:    Mr Matthew Smith 

10 Cissbury Drive,  Worthing, West Sussex.  BN14 0DT 

Telephone: 01903 873265   E-Mail:  treasurer@gurc.org.uk 

 

Worship in the Church Sanctuary 

Sundays 

8.00am Prayer & Praise - with Holy Communion on first Sunday in month. 

10.30am      Morning Worship - with Holy Communion on first Sunday in month. 

 - Family service monthly as announced 

 - Junior Church with Crèche 

6.00pm Evening Worship - with Holy Communion on third Sunday in month 
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From the Minister’s Study 
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At the beginning of May 
I attended the URC 
Ministers Gathering in 
Staffordshire.  

It was the first time such 
an event had taken 
place.  

Four days of intense seminars, lectures and workshops. The whole 
event was very professionally organised. Key note speakers were 
Revd Dr Rowan Williams and Revd Dr Peggy Kabonde General 
Secretary of the United Church of Zambia … also Paul Kerensa a 
fantastic and inspiring stand-up Christian comedian. There were daily 
challenging Bible studies and creative worship sessions not to 
mention the chance to meet up with other minister colleagues.  

The overall theme was ‘Walking the Way’ focusing on discipleship and 
mission. Much of the content of the meeting echoed Jesus’ final 
instruction to His followers to - “go and make disciples”.  

Jesus made disciples, the disciples made disciples and their disciples 
made disciples (you get the idea). Jesus’ method of making disciples 
was focused more on relationships and action and less on information 
and knowledge. But in our age where church no longer seems 
relevant or helpful – or even good – to many people, so many are 
losing sight of Jesus’ call.  
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From the Minister’s Study 

On top of this, many of those who 
do make it to Sunday services are 
biblically uninformed, many through 
no fault of their own, have missed 
the early years of junior church 
basics.  

Understandably they lack 
confidence to engage in evangelism 
and mission and when challenged 
begin to realise they are not so sure 
of what they really believe. It’s 
important as followers of Christ we 
understand what discipleship is and 
what it is not, so we are able to fulfil 
the Great Commission. In this 
present period of the church more 
emphasis is greatly needed in 
building up and equipping 
individuals for their journey of faith.  
By definition, a Christian disciple is 
a person who accepts and assists in 
the spreading of the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. Christian discipleship 
is the process by which disciples 
grow in Jesus Christ and are 
equipped by the Holy Spirit, who 
dwells in our hearts, to overcome 
the pressures and trials of this 
present life and become more 
Christ-like. Discipleship is not 
knowing more facts about Jesus but 
knowing Jesus and being 
transformed into His image through 
the constant revelation of the 
Gospel of grace. Discipleship calls 
us to live by faith in Him in the 
everydayness of life by the Holy 
Spirit’s power. 

The New Testament paints a 
strikingly simple portrait of disciple-
making. Jesus called people to 
‘follow Him’. After Jesus’ death, 

resurrection and ascension, these 
people devoted themselves, to 
fellowship, breaking bread, and 
prayer. They responded to Jesus’ 
call by calling others to follow Jesus 
and join their community. As the 
church grew, it replicated into small 
gatherings where believers 
continued to make disciples who 
make disciples. This model is also 
one that we can apply to our lives 
as we return discipleship to the 
frontlines of our faith. Another 
important thing to understand about 
discipleship is that it’s not forced but 
nurtured. When we became 
Christians, we signed up to become 
like Jesus, to do the stuff that Jesus 
did. It’s also not about making your 
own disciples. We shouldn’t focus 
on being the leader of the group – 
Jesus is. It’s imperative that we 
point people to Christ, not to our 
own lives. Being a Christian disciple 
involves personal growth.  

Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be 
my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me and for the 
Gospel will save it” (Mark 8:34-36).  

We are called to put Jesus first in all 
things. If we are going to be 
Disciples of Christ, we need to be 
set apart from the world and the 
things that separate us from God. 
Our focus should be on reflecting 
Jesus in every area of our lives. 
Instead of being self-centred, we 
should be Christ-centred. Jesus 
gave us a new command to love 



From the Minister’s Study 

one another as He loved us and “by 
this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one 
another” (John 13:34-35).  

Our attitude therefore should be the 
same as that of Jesus Christ. 
Naturally His life is a perfect 
example of everything we should do 
in our Christian walk. “Walking the 
Way”. 

Jesus calls us to go and be 
disciples, to share our lives more 
fully with others. As we take the 
plunge, we will discover the rich, 
meaningful life that Jesus has in 

mind for all people.  

The original calling of the church 
was to be a gathered, united 
community that demonstrates the 
transforming love of God by sharing 
all things in common and taking care 
of one another and our neighbours.  

We are encouraged, strengthened 
and challenged in community. When 
we apply disciple-making tactics to 
our lives, we can better spread 
Jesus’ teachings to our community 
and then to all the nations of the 
world. Let’s do it. 
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Over the next two years I hope to engage GURC in working with the Holy 
Habits series developed by Andrew Roberts this is a key resource of Walking 
the Way, the URC’s focus on lifelong Christian discipleship and mission. By 
looking at each habit in turn, the books explore how we can better recognise 
the presence of Jesus in all areas of our lives, seeking to play our part in 
building the kingdom of God, whoever we may be and whatever we may 
bring to the table. 
        

 

       Andrew Sellwood 



Tuesday Fellowship  

 

We have had a plethora of ministers since Christmas, all different and 
interesting.  

Tony Trevithick  First was Tony, continuing his rail journey, starting in Bristol 
and ending in Bromsgrove, where the line goes up a hill and trains have to 
be pushed up by an extra loco to get to the top of the hill. 

On our journey we went to Gloucester, passing on the way Berkeley Castle 
with its grim history of the brutal murder of Edward II . Gloucester at one time 
was the centre for match making. Next stop, Cheltenham, once the 
headquarters for the British spy network. Who knew that?  Next Ashhurst,, 
Tewksbury and on to Worcester with its imposing cathedral. Then on to 
Droitwich which was once the centre for communication.  I wonder how far 
we will get next time? 

Gary Ingram  Our next minister was Rev Gary Ingram from Ferring.. 
He started off with the parable of the woman searching for a lost coin and 
she didn’t give up until she had found it!. He then talked about the parable of 
the prodigal son who was found when it was thought he was lost. The son 
had been tempted away as Jesus had been tempted in the desert, but Jesus 
resisted. Gary said temptation is not a sin in itself, it is only a temptation 
when we give into it. We are all tempted but we must recognise our 
weaknesses, and when we fail, as we all do, be generally contrite. 

Andrew Sellwood  Andrew gave us another of his interesting talks with 
pictures; this time on TIME, starting with the ‘Big Bang’ or ‘Evolution’. He told 
us how the measuring of time had evolved through the ages, in the end 
stabilised by Greenwich Meantime. Andrew showed us pictures of different 
clocks and watches and admitted he collected watches. It was a fascinating 
talk. 

Dawn Carn Our final minister, was Rev Dawn Carn from Offington Park 
Methodist Church. She told us about her family history and how she came to 
hear the call for full time ministry. She likes poetry and she read a poem to 
us called ‘Chocolate Cake’ which was entertaining. She can play the cello, 
has sung in choirs and loves music. She showed us a picture of a cross, 
made of iron but hollow inside. You can see through to the other side beyond 
the cross to the resurrection .  

For our last meeting we had David, a Kestro helper,  to play his guitar and 
sing to us. 

Carole Culliss 

The local church here in Goring  - Tuesday Fellowship 
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The local church here in Goring  - The Life of Lily Collison 
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“I have been in an aeroplane, 
and in a boat, and in a  
helicopter, but I have never 
been in a hot air balloon.”   
To remedy that deficiency, at 
6.00am on Sunday 16 May 
1999, Lily Collison, with her son 
David, stepped into a large 
wicker basket to celebrate her 
82

nd
 birthday.  The flame of the 

gas burner was lit.  The hot air-
filled balloon above lifted them 
up from the field near Arundel 
to float above the Downs.   
In the silence, dogs could be 
heard barking at the craft  
invading their airspace.  

The noise of the wheels of a train on the tracks of the coast line was clearly 
heard.  After an hour in the air, the balloon was brought down in a school 
field, the basket knocking over a football goalpost. 

Lily was born towards the end of the First World War in Earlsfield, then on 
the south-west margin of London.  Lily’s childhood was spent with her grand-
mother, her mother having died when Lily was six.  Grandmother was a fine 
Christian lady who took Lily to church where, at an early age, she learnt to 
love the Lord and accepted the Lord Jesus as her Lord and Saviour.  At age 
14, Lily became a Sunday School teacher, which she enjoyed.  She started 
a Children’s midweek gathering, the ‘Sunshine Band’, which put on acting 
and singing entertainments for parents. 

Lily was a scholarship pupil at Mayfield School, a private grammar school, 
but had to leave school age 17 in order to earn an income to support her, by 
then, invalided grandmother.  Her first job, which lasted until she married ten 
years later, was at Caton Fabrics, a wholesaler of dress materials, woollens, 
linens, silks and velvets, whose offices were close to the BBC headquarters 
in Portland Place.   

Lily Collison 
27 February 1917 – 4 March 2018 



The local church here in Goring  - The Life of Lily Collison 
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The local church here in Goring  - Kestro Club 
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 ☺  A smile is infectious, you catch it like the 

‘flu’  - when someone smiled at me today, I started smiling too. 
  
I passed around the corner and someone saw my grin, 
When he smiled, I realised I had passed it on to him! 
  
I thought about that smile, then realised its worth, 
A single smile, just like mine, could travel round the earth. 
  
So, if you feel a smile begin, don’t leave it undetected, 
Let’s start an epidemic quick…..and get the world infected. 
  

Author unknown 

Kestro Club 

‘When love is the way’, the theme of the message given at the Royal 
Wedding, and at Kestro we try each week to bring a little love, joy and 
companionship into the lives of stroke victims and on 18 May we had a 
splendid Royal party.  

Plenty of wonderful food, two Royal quizzes, singing from David who 
brings his wife and is a great help to us, and we finished off with a  
royal toast to the happy couple,.  

The club is separate from the church, but run mostly by Church  
members and whilst we run as an efficient team we are short of  
helpers to go with our drivers on the Guildcare bus, so if there is  
anybody with the occasional Friday afternoon free and think they 
would like to give it a try, please let me know.   

Carole Culliss.  
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Healthcare Proposals 

Healthcare Proposals 
 

 The Allergists voted to scratch it, but the Dermatologists  
advised not to make any rash moves. 

 The Gastroenterologists had a sort of a gut feeling about it, but the 
Neurologists thought the administration had a lot of nerve. 

 The Obstetricians felt they were all labouring under a misconception. 

 Ophthalmologists considered the idea short sighted. 

 Pathologists yelled, “Over my dead body!” while the Paediatricians 
said, “Oh, grow up!” 

 The Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness, while the 
Radiologists could see right through it. 

 The Surgeons were fed up with the cuts and decided to wash their 
hands of the whole thing. 

 The ENT specialists didn’t swallow it, and just wouldn't hear of it. 

 The Pharmacologists  thought it was a bitter pill to swallow and the 
Plastic Surgeons said, “This puts a whole new face on the matter” 

 The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but the Urologists 
needed a wee more time to think it over. 

 The Anaesthetists thought the whole idea was gas, but others, the 
Cardiologists didn’t  have the heart to say “No”. 

 In the end, the Coloproctologists won the day, and told them where 
to shove it!, leaving the entire decision up to the Government. 

From ‘The Villager’ magazine, Caddington, Beds 



GDPR: What’s it all about 
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GDPR:  What’s it all about? 
Historical Facts 
This Act of Parliament came into force on 25 May and  
essentially the law is here to make sure that everyone ’s  
privacy is protected and that every individual has the 
right to say whether or not a company, including a 
church, has the permission to hold or process your  
personal data. 
  
The Church has always held data belonging to its  
members and therefore must take GDPR seriously.  

 
Handbook Historical Facts 

Since this Church first produced it's little Handbook in the early 
1960's names and addresses have been available for all to see in 
their copy of the Handbook.  Originally this was printed by an  
external company, but in 1979 the Church decided to produce it's 
own.  First this was typed out from a paper master list,   then  
copied on a Roneo machine. Amendments were made annually  and 
re-typing the information was quite a time consuming operation.   

At that time only names, addresses and telephone numbers were 
printed  -  after all, that was all people had at the time.   
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GDPR: What’s it all about 

The Home Computer 

In 1995 when the home or personal computer, [PC] became more 
readily available, that information was transferred to the PC adding 
mobile telephone numbers and email addresses as the years went on. 
That information has not only been required to produce the handbook 
but also to provide URC Head Office with statistical information, for 
example attendances on Sunday, numbers of people in different age 
brackets.  
 
Information or Data currently held 

We have until now held names, addresses, landline and mobile phone 
numbers, email addresses, dates of births and deaths. Dates of birth 
are never divulged to anyone not even to Church Head Office.  

On the 25 May 2018 it became a legal requirement for every  
individual in the Church to give his or her consent for this data to be 
held on our private PC's database, and then used for the production 
of a Handbook. This law affects all companies, institutions and organi-
sations which hold personal data. You may have already been  
bombarded by companies which hold your data on their files.   

Consent Form 

If you attend this Church and are on our register or listed in our  
Handbook, you should have received a ‘Consent Form ’ to read, sign 
and return by the end of June.  

Also, if you believe you should have had a consent form but have not 
yet received one, please speak to Graham Redman.  

 

Privacy Statement 

The Data Protection Privacy Statement is available to see in the  
Vestibule and on our website. You may also take a copy home with 
you — some are available in the rack by the A/V Desk.  

Graham Redman 

 



The local church here in Goring  - Members’ Interests 
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News from the Stitchery! 
 
It has been a long time since I wrote the last bulletin from the ‘Stitchery’ so 
here is the latest news. 
 
Firstly: who or what is Quinary!  Quinary is a small group of contemporary 
textile artists or you could say artists who work with textile.    We are five; 
Marilyn, Jean, Kay, Monika and me, we came together after studying for a 
BA in Embroidered textiles and stayed together as an exhibiting group.   
 
So that’s who we are! Now ……. 
 

As I write we have an exhibition showing 
in Coventry Cathedral in the Chapel of 
Christ the Servant.   

The exhibition is part of the centenary 
celebrations of the Coventry Diocese.  
The cathedral was consecrated in 1962 in 
the presence of the Queen, Bishops and 
a 2000 strong congregation.    

It also houses artworks by modern artists 
of the time.  It has been written that Sir 
Basil Spence brought together the cream 
of the country’s artists and craftsmen 
some of whom include John Piper who 
designed stain glass windows, Graham 
Sutherland the tapestry behind the High 
Altar for which Geoffrey Clarke designed 
the Cross, he also designed the ‘Crown of 
Thorns’, which is suspended  
from the ceiling in the Chapel of Christ the Servant where Quinary are  
privileged to be exhibiting. 
 
During the war of 1939-1945 the City of Coventry was heavily bombed, 
along with many other towns throughout Europe, and the Cathedral in  
Coventry was destroyed.  The new Cathedral was built which stands along-
side the ruins of the medieval building as a symbol of renewal. 



Page 13 The Chronicle  Summer 2018 

The local church here in Goring  - Members’ Interests 

 
Reconciliation has been the mark of  
Coventry Cathedral’s ministry since long 
before the medieval Cathedral was de-
stroyed and continues to be so today. Our 
exhibition, which is entitled MEND, reflects 

the ethos of reconciliation and speaks about unity, healing and the building 
of bridges.  
We have responded to this theme in cloth 
and stitch. Fabric can be found in all areas 
of our lives from the cradle to the grave; 
through both war and peace cloth is used 
and reused. 

It can comfort, warm and be endowed with memory and emotion; thus 
there is a connection between the Cathedral’s work and the fabric of this 
exhibition. 
 
Later this year MEND will be exhibited at the Evangelische Christuskirche 
in Karlsruhe. Both the Cathedral here and the Church in Germany are 
members of the ‘Community of the Cross of Nails’, an organisation com-
mitted to reconciliation. All churches within this organisation have a Cross 
of Nails as a symbol of their commitment to peace. 
 

Caroline Hibbs 



The local church here in Goring  - Our Website 
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Our Website:  http://gurc.org.uk 
• The website has been designed as our internet ‘Window to the World’ 

• Visitors are greeted with a pictorial introduction to Goring URC with a 
note of who is preaching on the next Sunday.   

• Then there are sections on Worship, Publications, Recordings, Hall 
Hire, About Us and What’s On. 

• A newly designed ‘Members’ area has been added where you will 
find:-  the Preaching Plan, Welcome Sheets, Health & Safety, Church 
Meetings, Audio/Video desk and Mission page. The new GDPR has 
also been added. 

• We now have a password protected page for accessing our online 
Handbook. It is all very secure. Speak to Graham for a PASSWORD. 

• A picture gallery of church and local images  

• and lastly a Contacts page. 
 



An Article from  ’The Villager’  - the magazine of Caddington Parish Church , Bedfordshire 
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A SWIFT APPEAL 
 

The common swift is the fast-
est flying bird in the UK 
(70mph.has been proven 
whilst in level flight) indicating 
that summer is finally here!  

According to “Action for Swifts” 
the first birds migrating here north 
from southern Africa should arrive 
on May 7

th
. 

These are likely to be mature adults searching for known nest sites. For over 
2000 years swifts have shared our buildings, nesting in small holes in eaves, 
gables and walls around our towns and cities. Changing building technology 
means that many of these sites have been destroyed. Also, reduced farm-
land borders and poor use of green space has contributed to a rapid de-
crease in insect numbers upon which these birds rely. Swifts are on AMBER 
alert which means they are in serious decline!    Weighing no more than a 
Cadbury’s crème egg it can live for an average of 5.5 years. However, in 
1964 a ringed bird was recorded as being 16 years old. It may have flown 
every year to Africa and back, equivalent to eight return journeys to the 
moon! 

The swift lives mainly on the wing, feeding on insects and spiders, drinking 
by swooping and sipping over still water. It mates on the wing and will bathe 
by flying through falling rain. They are able to shut down half of their brain, 
thus being able to sleep whilst airborne. During the 1914-1918 war a French 
airman was silently gliding at 10,000ft behind enemy lines when he found 
himself amongst some apparently motionless birds. One became trapped in 
his machine and was later identified as a male swift. 

Once fledged at 5 to 8 weeks old, the young bird will leave the nest, get 
ready to fly south to Africa and may not touch land again until it returns to 
breed at 3 yrs old.  Let us try to change the AMBER warning back to GREEN. 
We can do this simply by putting up a nest box at home, giving future genera-
tions the chance to see this iconic visitor performing its screaming aerial per-
formances from May to August. 

“Swift Conservation” website offers so much useful information about D.I.Y. 
nest boxes and ready made ones, should you wish to help.      

                                                             Liz Jones  [a Caddington resident] 



Beverley, the next step 
   

 Thank you all for the cards of love and support and the final ‘Good 
Byes’ in my uprooting from Goring after so many years in the 
church. From 1974 to 2018 is not a short time. I have quietly made 
the essential attempt to push Goring and Sussex to the back of my 
mind and get on with making a new life here in East Yorkshire.  

Occasionally, of course, I cannot but help thinking of the flowers that 
would be blooming in my garden and when the north wind blows,  
I miss the shelter of the Downs.  But here I am in Beverley with 
great hopes of relaxation and easing of responsibility. 

I managed a house move in two and a half months – it should have 
been a year – and sorted the accumulation of things that ‘might be 
useful’ and things that are useful from the ‘garage’ and the three 
sheds. Ha! Now once again, I have a garage full of stuff still to  
unpack and sort and little space for it.  

Beverley Minster is just down the road.  A beautiful building,  
Medieval Gothic that takes £1000 a day to run, but it is a very lively 
and busy place! Bell practice is on a Tuesday, just like St. Mary’s in 
Goring.  

On wedding days, the pealing of the bells is in stereo, coming 
straight down the road into the backyard, but also bouncing off the 
wall of the opposite house, amplified! The clock chimes quarters of 
hours (seems like five minutes) and solemnly tolls the (short) hours 
and that I had better get going and get doing, for time is fleeting! 

I had a warm welcome to Toll Gavel United Church.  It is a  
Methodist and U.R.C. union. The minister, Rev. Stephen Caddy, 
visited me on moving day, just after the moving men had gone.  

He found me wandering around the house in a daze, viewing the 
atrocious number of boxes piled up in every room.  

The situation is gradually improving. Pastoral visitors have also 
been and faces in church are becoming more familiar.  

News from Mary Connelly in East Yourshire 
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News from Mary Connelly in East Yourshire 
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Photo by Mary Connelly 



The architecture of the church (John 
Wesley was here!) itself took me back 
to my Cornish Methodism days and 
my introduction to Congregational 
churches.   It is perhaps fitting that  
I should end up in the East Riding as 
I started off married life in the West 
Riding, in Uppermill, Saddleworth, 
Ebenezer Congregational Church.   

It was a shock for me, coming from 
the milder climate of Cornwall to cold, 
wet and sooty Yorkshire. The Manse 
was sandwiched between two railway 
lines before and behind, a woollen 
mill (whose chimneys competed with 
the steam engines) and the millpond 
lapping against the garden wall.  
Uppermill was in the postal area of 
Oldham, Lancashire, which was the 
nearest town with the nearest market, 
shops and, of course, Oldham Rep. 

In our ecclesiastical life we always 
knew every undertaker wherever we 
lived. The first one I knew was in the 
Cornish village where I was born and 
brought up. Charlie James was the 
carpenter and undertaker, farmer and 
dairyman, Chapel steward and  
Sunday School superintendent.  

In Uppermill, the undertaker was  
Oliver Schofield, who used to come 
across to the big stone Manse and sit 
in the study with William, talking and 
drinking tea in front of a blazing fire 
made of coffin off-cuts. Oliver prided 
himself on the lasting quality of his 

coffins. He was heard advising some 
one on the choice of coffin. “Nay, 
lad,” he said, when the young man 
said that coffins were cheaper from 
an undertaker in the next village,  
“Tha dusna’ want to go there, not for 
your Dad. He’d have his britches 
be’ind out in a fortnight!” 

I noticed an undertaker directly 
across the road from me on Minster 
Moorgate. I frequently see a top-
hatted gentleman walking down the 
road in front of a laden hearse.  

Further down the road he stops, bows 
to the coffin and takes his place in the 
front seat of the vehicle. I thought it 
was time to make myself known.  
I went over and rang the bell. The 
gentleman came down from his of-
fice. ”What can I do to help you?” he 
asked. ’Nothing yet”, I replied. 
“Perhaps you can help my son in a 
few years’ time.” We had a nice chat 
and he told me the history of the  
company. For many years they were 
the only funeral directors in the town, 
but now have to share business with 
the Co-op. They are not used to  
having social visitors. 

My house movers left my precious 
plant pots, saucers and watering cans 
behind at the old house, hampering 
my plans to beautify the front and 
back yards. (Yes, yards, no garden, 
only what I can grow in pots.)  

I’m gradually replacing and replant-
ing. Some secondhand pots have 
come my way and a local bargain 
store has a variety of garden stuff.  
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It’s a sight to see when I am trun-
dling over the cobblestones with pots 

compost wedged on the seat of my 
walker. I’m working on how to grow a 
few runner beans and tomatoes. 
Grow bags in a sheltered corner? 

It was heartening to see signs of 
renewal in many of the twigs and 
slips of plants that I had brought with 
me from Worthing. Small leaves 
started from the base of what 
seemed dead wood. We may yet 
see fuchsias in bloom this year and 
even more next year. The primroses, 
primulas and bluebells did well.  

I got a bargain tray of ‘past their 
best’ Narcissi, crocuses and grape 
hyacinths to nurture ‘til next year’s 
flowering. There are also seedlings 
showing, from seeds that hid in the 
soil, played ‘piggy back’ and are now 
emerging into the Yorkshire air.  
I look every day to see what treas-
ures may unfold. “Ooh, there’s a 
marigold! And a baby fennel!  
There’s a  - what IS that?”  Perhaps 
next year I will have a backyard 
open day!  Why am I giving myself 
more work? I can’t help it – it’s in the 
blood. My grandmother and all her 
girls, including my mother, kept the 
families’ gardens growing, feeding 
their families and providing flowers 
for decorating their churches every 
week and for the round-the year 
bring-and-buy stalls!  

Recently, at a morning service, my 
heart sank when I was offered a 
printed leaflet with hymns and 
songs. I find some of the modern 
writing very trite, repetitive and  
difficult to accept. But these were 
different and made me rethink my 
cosy non-active retirement plans. 

 “God who sets us on a journey to 
discover, dream and grow…journey 
inward, journey outward, stir the  
spirit, stretch the mind…..End our 
longing for the old days, grant the 
vision that we lack ….let us travel 
light, discarding excess baggage 
from our past, cherish only what’s 
essential, choosing treasure that will 
last.”   

Joy Dine (1937-2001)   
(From ‘Singing the Faith’) 

 

Once again, I quote Sidney Carter 
who also wrote very encouraging 
words in his song “One more step 
along the world I go…” 

 

You are older than the world can be;  

You are younger than the life in me;  

Ever old and ever new,  

Keep me travelling along with you: 

And it’s from the old I 

 travel to the new; 

 Keep me travelling along with you.  

 

                 J. Mary Connelly 
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Miscellaneous 
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Charter for Compassion  
 

I have signed up to an international organisation called 

Charter for Compassion contact@charterforcompassion.org 
and recently received the following in an e-mail:- 

The concept of a “Golden Rule” in which we do to others only 
what we would want others to do to us, can be found in one 
form or another as far back as the civilisations of ancient  
China, Babylon, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. It was, of course, 
taught by Jesus.  

It has been called an “ethic of reciprocity”, and can be found in 
all cultures, and in all world religions as well as in the  
philosophies of humanists and existentialists – and Christians.  

It is, in short, an ethical code that all of humanity can agree 
on.  Why then do we find ourselves here in the 21st century 
inhabiting a world that is dangerously polarized, with a  
growing imbalance of power and wealth among the ever  
increasing number of people on the Earth, with continuing 
wars that ravage populations and waste resources, with  
massive genocide and terrorist atrocities that endanger us all?  

How is it that we find humankind facing the terrifying  
possibility of environmental catastrophe? These questions 
confront us with a greater urgency than ever, and it is these 
questions that have led us to the human heart and the  
human brain – the great possibilities of compassion that lie 
within each human being – to identify the solution. 
 

Wilfred Rhodes.  

mailto:contact@charterforcompassion.org


Miscellaneous 
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Living the Life of the Crucified one 
 

We live our lives in a vale of tears 
Suspended by hope throughout the years 
Yet our lives have been ‘crucified with Christ,’ 
Keep this in mind, our  struggles are worth the price.   

The Apostle Paul says, ‘Christ lives in me’ 
And ‘the life we live, we live by faith’? Do you agree?  
So if Christ lives in us we must put ego aside  
And let Him rule our thoughts and our pride; 

We may try hard to overcome,  
To crucify wrong; but this must be done. 
It was our Saviour, who took us to the cross,  
Without Him, life with God would be lost; 

He won our freedom and saved the day, 
We owe Him our gratitude in every way; 
Though He discharged believers from the law,  
The ‘evil one’ lays waiting at our door.  

How then shall we stand and win 
Fight the evil and grievous sin?  
In our own strength we shall not survive, 
But by yielding to God we shall revive.   

When we let go and allow God to perform,  
Through His love and grace He will reform;  
As we yield everything to His Will,  
Our lives He will consummate still;   

We are taught to be perfect, that’s our goal,  
It’s the way to become gracious and whole; 
So let Christ take charge of the life God gave, 
There’s little to be gained by doubt or rave.   

All that which is said above, concerns our soul, 
Not nation or neighbour, that’s not our goal; 
It’s the self that must be overcome  
If we’re to live the Life of God’s Son;     

Living the Life of the Crucified One, 
Will steer us towards a life to be won; 
So be prepared to submit all in your field, 
We overcome, as in love and faith we yield.  
 

 William Doyle  
                   Based on Galatians 2:20 



Miscellaneous 
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My Child 
 



Miscellaneous 
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I am waiting for you.    Luke 15:11-32 

 

Love, Your Dad. 

Almighty God 

 

Father's Love Letter used by permission  

Father Heart Communications ©1999   FathersLoveLetter.com 



Miscellaneous 

Articles for the Autumn edition of The CHRONICLE   

You can submit articles to the editor for inclusion in the Chronicle  

by either of the following ways  — 

1. E-Mail to  chronicle@gurc.org.uk  

2. or by post to Graham Redman 

5 Salvington Hill,  Worthing,  West Sussex.  BN13 3AT 

 

The last day for the Autumn Chronicle articles is 1 August 2018 

Please put it in your diary now  

However, it would be very helpful if you could submit articles before this time 
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Remembrance Book 

The book of Remembrance stands at the entrance to the Little Chapel. 
The families of members and friends who have died may have their names 
and dates of death added to this book as a memorial. 

Names have been added through the years since the death was recorded of 
Rev F J H Humphrey, the minister of the then new church in 1947.  

Take a quiet moment to have a look sometime.  

Names are also on our website under Members /Remembrance 



Weekday Activities 
 

Journeys with Jesus & Junior Table Tennis Monday Afternoons 

Tuesday Fellowship    2nd and 4th Tuesday Afternoons 

Ark Group for Adults with Babies & Toddlers Thursday Mornings. School Term times 

Kestro (Stroke Club)    Friday Afternoons 

Table Tennis for All    Tuesday & Friday Mornings, 9.30—11.30 

Little Fishes Play Group   Monday-Friday.   School Term times  

Bible Study Group    First Wednesday in Month 

 

Publication Team :- 

Reporters:  Mr Wilfred Rhodes 

Proof Reading:    Mrs Jane Bond and Mrs Denise Woods 

Mailing Secretary & Treasurer:  Mrs Susie Thomas 

Please send any contributions towards the Chronicle and mailing cost to her at - 

2 Ardale Close, Worthing, BN11 6HW 

The Chronicle costs approximately £1.50 each to produce.  Whilst no charge is made for the 
magazine, the Church would be very grateful for any donations given to help towards its cost 
of production.     There is a box provided for such purpose at the back of the church, or 
contributions may be made by post to Mrs Susie Thomas ( address above ).     Thank you. 

Editor:  Graham Redman. 

Telephone 01903 260568 

5 Salvington Hill,  Worthing.  BN13 3AT 

chronicle@gurc.org.uk 

The CHRONICLE   

www.gurc.org.uk/chronicle-online           chronicle@gurc.org.uk 
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We are here to worship God and proclaim the love of Jesus Christ to all 

Goring United Reformed Church,  Worthing,  West Sussex. 

www.gurc.org.uk 

Goring United Reformed Church is 

part of the United Reformed Church 

in the United Kingdom.  At the 

beginning of this year, a Joint 

Pastorate was formed with Sompting 

United Reformed Church with whom 

we share Ministry.  

The United Reformed Church has over 

1600 churches in England, Scotland 

and Wales with a total membership of 

about 76000.   It was formed in 1972 

when the Presbyterian Church of 

England and the Congregational 

Church of England and Wales united, 

and it was joined by the Reformed 

Association of Churches of Christ in 

Great Britain and Ireland in 1981 and 

the Congregational Union of Scotland 

in 2000.   

The churches of Emmanuel in 

Worthing, Sompting, St Andrew’s 

Rustington and Littlehampton are 

part of the ‘Worthing Cluster’ and  

United Reformed Church Southern 

Synod, whose affairs are governed by  

the General Assembly.    

It was early in the 1930s that 

Worthing Congregational Church in 

Shelley Road began planning to build 

a new church in the rapidly growing 

area to the west of Worthing. The 

present building was opened in 

September 1961 when the 

congregation became too large to be 

accommodated in the church building 

that is now the hall.  This first building 

was opened in 1948.  

Other churches in Goring with whom 

we share the Christian faith are 
English Martyrs Roman Catholic 
Church, St Mary, St Laurence & St 
Richard Churches of England, the 
New Life Baptist Church and Bury 
Drive Methodist Church.   

Goring  United  Reformed  
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GORING UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
 —  We share a minister with Sompting United Reformed Church  — 

Shaftesbury Avenue, Goring by Sea, Worthing, West Sussex, BN12 4EA 

Web site:  www.gurc.org.uk  

Church Office :      office@gurc.org.uk     Telephone  01903 600260 

Minister:    Rev Andrew Sellwood  -  Friday rest day 

17 Drummond Road, Goring by Sea, Worthing, West Sussex. BN12 4DX 

Telephone 01903 248259      

 

Church Secretary:   Situation Vacant 

E-Mail: the secretary@gurc.org.uk 

Pastoral Secretary:   Mrs Hilary Redman 

5 Salvington Hill,  Worthing, West Sussex. BN13 3AT 

Telephone: 01903 260568   E-Mail: pastoral@gurc.org.uk 

Church Treasurer:    Mr Matthew Smith 

10 Cissbury Drive,  Worthing, West Sussex.  BN14 0DT 

Telephone: 01903 873265   E-Mail:  treasurer@gurc.org.uk 

 

Worship in the Church Sanctuary 

Sundays 

8.00am Prayer & Praise - with Holy Communion on first Sunday in month. 

10.30am      Morning Worship - with Holy Communion on first Sunday in month. 

 - Family service monthly as announced 

 - Junior Church with Crèche 

6.00pm Evening Worship - with Holy Communion on third Sunday in month 
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From the Minister’s Study 
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At the beginning of May 
I attended the URC 
Ministers Gathering in 
Staffordshire.  

It was the first time such 
an event had taken 
place.  

Four days of intense seminars, lectures and workshops. The whole 
event was very professionally organised. Key note speakers were 
Revd Dr Rowan Williams and Revd Dr Peggy Kabonde General 
Secretary of the United Church of Zambia … also Paul Kerensa a 
fantastic and inspiring stand-up Christian comedian. There were daily 
challenging Bible studies and creative worship sessions not to 
mention the chance to meet up with other minister colleagues.  

The overall theme was ‘Walking the Way’ focusing on discipleship and 
mission. Much of the content of the meeting echoed Jesus’ final 
instruction to His followers to - “go and make disciples”.  

Jesus made disciples, the disciples made disciples and their disciples 
made disciples (you get the idea). Jesus’ method of making disciples 
was focused more on relationships and action and less on information 
and knowledge. But in our age where church no longer seems 
relevant or helpful – or even good – to many people, so many are 
losing sight of Jesus’ call.  



Page 3 The Chronicle  Summer 2018 

From the Minister’s Study 

On top of this, many of those who 
do make it to Sunday services are 
biblically uninformed, many through 
no fault of their own, have missed 
the early years of junior church 
basics.  

Understandably they lack 
confidence to engage in evangelism 
and mission and when challenged 
begin to realise they are not so sure 
of what they really believe. It’s 
important as followers of Christ we 
understand what discipleship is and 
what it is not, so we are able to fulfil 
the Great Commission. In this 
present period of the church more 
emphasis is greatly needed in 
building up and equipping 
individuals for their journey of faith.  
By definition, a Christian disciple is 
a person who accepts and assists in 
the spreading of the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. Christian discipleship 
is the process by which disciples 
grow in Jesus Christ and are 
equipped by the Holy Spirit, who 
dwells in our hearts, to overcome 
the pressures and trials of this 
present life and become more 
Christ-like. Discipleship is not 
knowing more facts about Jesus but 
knowing Jesus and being 
transformed into His image through 
the constant revelation of the 
Gospel of grace. Discipleship calls 
us to live by faith in Him in the 
everydayness of life by the Holy 
Spirit’s power. 

The New Testament paints a 
strikingly simple portrait of disciple-
making. Jesus called people to 
‘follow Him’. After Jesus’ death, 

resurrection and ascension, these 
people devoted themselves, to 
fellowship, breaking bread, and 
prayer. They responded to Jesus’ 
call by calling others to follow Jesus 
and join their community. As the 
church grew, it replicated into small 
gatherings where believers 
continued to make disciples who 
make disciples. This model is also 
one that we can apply to our lives 
as we return discipleship to the 
frontlines of our faith. Another 
important thing to understand about 
discipleship is that it’s not forced but 
nurtured. When we became 
Christians, we signed up to become 
like Jesus, to do the stuff that Jesus 
did. It’s also not about making your 
own disciples. We shouldn’t focus 
on being the leader of the group – 
Jesus is. It’s imperative that we 
point people to Christ, not to our 
own lives. Being a Christian disciple 
involves personal growth.  

Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be 
my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me and for the 
Gospel will save it” (Mark 8:34-36).  

We are called to put Jesus first in all 
things. If we are going to be 
Disciples of Christ, we need to be 
set apart from the world and the 
things that separate us from God. 
Our focus should be on reflecting 
Jesus in every area of our lives. 
Instead of being self-centred, we 
should be Christ-centred. Jesus 
gave us a new command to love 



From the Minister’s Study 

one another as He loved us and “by 
this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one 
another” (John 13:34-35).  

Our attitude therefore should be the 
same as that of Jesus Christ. 
Naturally His life is a perfect 
example of everything we should do 
in our Christian walk. “Walking the 
Way”. 

Jesus calls us to go and be 
disciples, to share our lives more 
fully with others. As we take the 
plunge, we will discover the rich, 
meaningful life that Jesus has in 

mind for all people.  

The original calling of the church 
was to be a gathered, united 
community that demonstrates the 
transforming love of God by sharing 
all things in common and taking care 
of one another and our neighbours.  

We are encouraged, strengthened 
and challenged in community. When 
we apply disciple-making tactics to 
our lives, we can better spread 
Jesus’ teachings to our community 
and then to all the nations of the 
world. Let’s do it. 
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Over the next two years I hope to engage GURC in working with the Holy 
Habits series developed by Andrew Roberts this is a key resource of Walking 
the Way, the URC’s focus on lifelong Christian discipleship and mission. By 
looking at each habit in turn, the books explore how we can better recognise 
the presence of Jesus in all areas of our lives, seeking to play our part in 
building the kingdom of God, whoever we may be and whatever we may 
bring to the table. 
        

 

       Andrew Sellwood 



Tuesday Fellowship  

 

We have had a plethora of ministers since Christmas, all different and 
interesting.  

Tony Trevithick  First was Tony, continuing his rail journey, starting in Bristol 
and ending in Bromsgrove, where the line goes up a hill and trains have to 
be pushed up by an extra loco to get to the top of the hill. 

On our journey we went to Gloucester, passing on the way Berkeley Castle 
with its grim history of the brutal murder of Edward II . Gloucester at one time 
was the centre for match making. Next stop, Cheltenham, once the 
headquarters for the British spy network. Who knew that?  Next Ashhurst,, 
Tewksbury and on to Worcester with its imposing cathedral. Then on to 
Droitwich which was once the centre for communication.  I wonder how far 
we will get next time? 

Gary Ingram  Our next minister was Rev Gary Ingram from Ferring.. 
He started off with the parable of the woman searching for a lost coin and 
she didn’t give up until she had found it!. He then talked about the parable of 
the prodigal son who was found when it was thought he was lost. The son 
had been tempted away as Jesus had been tempted in the desert, but Jesus 
resisted. Gary said temptation is not a sin in itself, it is only a temptation 
when we give into it. We are all tempted but we must recognise our 
weaknesses, and when we fail, as we all do, be generally contrite. 

Andrew Sellwood  Andrew gave us another of his interesting talks with 
pictures; this time on TIME, starting with the ‘Big Bang’ or ‘Evolution’. He told 
us how the measuring of time had evolved through the ages, in the end 
stabilised by Greenwich Meantime. Andrew showed us pictures of different 
clocks and watches and admitted he collected watches. It was a fascinating 
talk. 

Dawn Carn Our final minister, was Rev Dawn Carn from Offington Park 
Methodist Church. She told us about her family history and how she came to 
hear the call for full time ministry. She likes poetry and she read a poem to 
us called ‘Chocolate Cake’ which was entertaining. She can play the cello, 
has sung in choirs and loves music. She showed us a picture of a cross, 
made of iron but hollow inside. You can see through to the other side beyond 
the cross to the resurrection .  

For our last meeting we had David, a Kestro helper,  to play his guitar and 
sing to us. 

Carole Culliss 

The local church here in Goring  - Tuesday Fellowship 
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The local church here in Goring  - The Life of Lily Collison 
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“I have been in an aeroplane, 
and in a boat, and in a  
helicopter, but I have never 
been in a hot air balloon.”   
To remedy that deficiency, at 
6.00am on Sunday 16 May 
1999, Lily Collison, with her son 
David, stepped into a large 
wicker basket to celebrate her 
82

nd
 birthday.  The flame of the 

gas burner was lit.  The hot air-
filled balloon above lifted them 
up from the field near Arundel 
to float above the Downs.   
In the silence, dogs could be 
heard barking at the craft  
invading their airspace.  

The noise of the wheels of a train on the tracks of the coast line was clearly 
heard.  After an hour in the air, the balloon was brought down in a school 
field, the basket knocking over a football goalpost. 

Lily was born towards the end of the First World War in Earlsfield, then on 
the south-west margin of London.  Lily’s childhood was spent with her grand-
mother, her mother having died when Lily was six.  Grandmother was a fine 
Christian lady who took Lily to church where, at an early age, she learnt to 
love the Lord and accepted the Lord Jesus as her Lord and Saviour.  At age 
14, Lily became a Sunday School teacher, which she enjoyed.  She started 
a Children’s midweek gathering, the ‘Sunshine Band’, which put on acting 
and singing entertainments for parents. 

Lily was a scholarship pupil at Mayfield School, a private grammar school, 
but had to leave school age 17 in order to earn an income to support her, by 
then, invalided grandmother.  Her first job, which lasted until she married ten 
years later, was at Caton Fabrics, a wholesaler of dress materials, woollens, 
linens, silks and velvets, whose offices were close to the BBC headquarters 
in Portland Place.   

Lily Collison 
27 February 1917 – 4 March 2018 



The local church here in Goring  - The Life of Lily Collison 
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The local church here in Goring  - Kestro Club 
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 ☺  A smile is infectious, you catch it like the 

‘flu’  - when someone smiled at me today, I started smiling too. 
  
I passed around the corner and someone saw my grin, 
When he smiled, I realised I had passed it on to him! 
  
I thought about that smile, then realised its worth, 
A single smile, just like mine, could travel round the earth. 
  
So, if you feel a smile begin, don’t leave it undetected, 
Let’s start an epidemic quick…..and get the world infected. 
  

Author unknown 

Kestro Club 

‘When love is the way’, the theme of the message given at the Royal 
Wedding, and at Kestro we try each week to bring a little love, joy and 
companionship into the lives of stroke victims and on 18 May we had a 
splendid Royal party.  

Plenty of wonderful food, two Royal quizzes, singing from David who 
brings his wife and is a great help to us, and we finished off with a  
royal toast to the happy couple,.  

The club is separate from the church, but run mostly by Church  
members and whilst we run as an efficient team we are short of  
helpers to go with our drivers on the Guildcare bus, so if there is  
anybody with the occasional Friday afternoon free and think they 
would like to give it a try, please let me know.   

Carole Culliss.  
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Healthcare Proposals 

Healthcare Proposals 
 

 The Allergists voted to scratch it, but the Dermatologists  
advised not to make any rash moves. 

 The Gastroenterologists had a sort of a gut feeling about it, but the 
Neurologists thought the administration had a lot of nerve. 

 The Obstetricians felt they were all labouring under a misconception. 

 Ophthalmologists considered the idea short sighted. 

 Pathologists yelled, “Over my dead body!” while the Paediatricians 
said, “Oh, grow up!” 

 The Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness, while the 
Radiologists could see right through it. 

 The Surgeons were fed up with the cuts and decided to wash their 
hands of the whole thing. 

 The ENT specialists didn’t swallow it, and just wouldn't hear of it. 

 The Pharmacologists  thought it was a bitter pill to swallow and the 
Plastic Surgeons said, “This puts a whole new face on the matter” 

 The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but the Urologists 
needed a wee more time to think it over. 

 The Anaesthetists thought the whole idea was gas, but others, the 
Cardiologists didn’t  have the heart to say “No”. 

 In the end, the Coloproctologists won the day, and told them where 
to shove it!, leaving the entire decision up to the Government. 

From ‘The Villager’ magazine, Caddington, Beds 



GDPR: What’s it all about 
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GDPR:  What’s it all about? 
Historical Facts 
This Act of Parliament came into force on 25 May and  
essentially the law is here to make sure that everyone ’s  
privacy is protected and that every individual has the 
right to say whether or not a company, including a 
church, has the permission to hold or process your  
personal data. 
  
The Church has always held data belonging to its  
members and therefore must take GDPR seriously.  

 
Handbook Historical Facts 

Since this Church first produced it's little Handbook in the early 
1960's names and addresses have been available for all to see in 
their copy of the Handbook.  Originally this was printed by an  
external company, but in 1979 the Church decided to produce it's 
own.  First this was typed out from a paper master list,   then  
copied on a Roneo machine. Amendments were made annually  and 
re-typing the information was quite a time consuming operation.   

At that time only names, addresses and telephone numbers were 
printed  -  after all, that was all people had at the time.   
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GDPR: What’s it all about 

The Home Computer 

In 1995 when the home or personal computer, [PC] became more 
readily available, that information was transferred to the PC adding 
mobile telephone numbers and email addresses as the years went on. 
That information has not only been required to produce the handbook 
but also to provide URC Head Office with statistical information, for 
example attendances on Sunday, numbers of people in different age 
brackets.  
 
Information or Data currently held 

We have until now held names, addresses, landline and mobile phone 
numbers, email addresses, dates of births and deaths. Dates of birth 
are never divulged to anyone not even to Church Head Office.  

On the 25 May 2018 it became a legal requirement for every  
individual in the Church to give his or her consent for this data to be 
held on our private PC's database, and then used for the production 
of a Handbook. This law affects all companies, institutions and organi-
sations which hold personal data. You may have already been  
bombarded by companies which hold your data on their files.   

Consent Form 

If you attend this Church and are on our register or listed in our  
Handbook, you should have received a ‘Consent Form ’ to read, sign 
and return by the end of June.  

Also, if you believe you should have had a consent form but have not 
yet received one, please speak to Graham Redman.  

 

Privacy Statement 

The Data Protection Privacy Statement is available to see in the  
Vestibule and on our website. You may also take a copy home with 
you — some are available in the rack by the A/V Desk.  

Graham Redman 

 



The local church here in Goring  - Members’ Interests 
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News from the Stitchery! 
 
It has been a long time since I wrote the last bulletin from the ‘Stitchery’ so 
here is the latest news. 
 
Firstly: who or what is Quinary!  Quinary is a small group of contemporary 
textile artists or you could say artists who work with textile.    We are five; 
Marilyn, Jean, Kay, Monika and me, we came together after studying for a 
BA in Embroidered textiles and stayed together as an exhibiting group.   
 
So that’s who we are! Now ……. 
 

As I write we have an exhibition showing 
in Coventry Cathedral in the Chapel of 
Christ the Servant.   

The exhibition is part of the centenary 
celebrations of the Coventry Diocese.  
The cathedral was consecrated in 1962 in 
the presence of the Queen, Bishops and 
a 2000 strong congregation.    

It also houses artworks by modern artists 
of the time.  It has been written that Sir 
Basil Spence brought together the cream 
of the country’s artists and craftsmen 
some of whom include John Piper who 
designed stain glass windows, Graham 
Sutherland the tapestry behind the High 
Altar for which Geoffrey Clarke designed 
the Cross, he also designed the ‘Crown of 
Thorns’, which is suspended  
from the ceiling in the Chapel of Christ the Servant where Quinary are  
privileged to be exhibiting. 
 
During the war of 1939-1945 the City of Coventry was heavily bombed, 
along with many other towns throughout Europe, and the Cathedral in  
Coventry was destroyed.  The new Cathedral was built which stands along-
side the ruins of the medieval building as a symbol of renewal. 
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Reconciliation has been the mark of  
Coventry Cathedral’s ministry since long 
before the medieval Cathedral was de-
stroyed and continues to be so today. Our 
exhibition, which is entitled MEND, reflects 

the ethos of reconciliation and speaks about unity, healing and the building 
of bridges.  
We have responded to this theme in cloth 
and stitch. Fabric can be found in all areas 
of our lives from the cradle to the grave; 
through both war and peace cloth is used 
and reused. 

It can comfort, warm and be endowed with memory and emotion; thus 
there is a connection between the Cathedral’s work and the fabric of this 
exhibition. 
 
Later this year MEND will be exhibited at the Evangelische Christuskirche 
in Karlsruhe. Both the Cathedral here and the Church in Germany are 
members of the ‘Community of the Cross of Nails’, an organisation com-
mitted to reconciliation. All churches within this organisation have a Cross 
of Nails as a symbol of their commitment to peace. 
 

Caroline Hibbs 



The local church here in Goring  - Our Website 
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Our Website:  http://gurc.org.uk 
• The website has been designed as our internet ‘Window to the World’ 

• Visitors are greeted with a pictorial introduction to Goring URC with a 
note of who is preaching on the next Sunday.   

• Then there are sections on Worship, Publications, Recordings, Hall 
Hire, About Us and What’s On. 

• A newly designed ‘Members’ area has been added where you will 
find:-  the Preaching Plan, Welcome Sheets, Health & Safety, Church 
Meetings, Audio/Video desk and Mission page. The new GDPR has 
also been added. 

• We now have a password protected page for accessing our online 
Handbook. It is all very secure. Speak to Graham for a PASSWORD. 

• A picture gallery of church and local images  

• and lastly a Contacts page. 
 



An Article from  ’The Villager’  - the magazine of Caddington Parish Church , Bedfordshire 
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A SWIFT APPEAL 
 

The common swift is the fast-
est flying bird in the UK 
(70mph.has been proven 
whilst in level flight) indicating 
that summer is finally here!  

According to “Action for Swifts” 
the first birds migrating here north 
from southern Africa should arrive 
on May 7

th
. 

These are likely to be mature adults searching for known nest sites. For over 
2000 years swifts have shared our buildings, nesting in small holes in eaves, 
gables and walls around our towns and cities. Changing building technology 
means that many of these sites have been destroyed. Also, reduced farm-
land borders and poor use of green space has contributed to a rapid de-
crease in insect numbers upon which these birds rely. Swifts are on AMBER 
alert which means they are in serious decline!    Weighing no more than a 
Cadbury’s crème egg it can live for an average of 5.5 years. However, in 
1964 a ringed bird was recorded as being 16 years old. It may have flown 
every year to Africa and back, equivalent to eight return journeys to the 
moon! 

The swift lives mainly on the wing, feeding on insects and spiders, drinking 
by swooping and sipping over still water. It mates on the wing and will bathe 
by flying through falling rain. They are able to shut down half of their brain, 
thus being able to sleep whilst airborne. During the 1914-1918 war a French 
airman was silently gliding at 10,000ft behind enemy lines when he found 
himself amongst some apparently motionless birds. One became trapped in 
his machine and was later identified as a male swift. 

Once fledged at 5 to 8 weeks old, the young bird will leave the nest, get 
ready to fly south to Africa and may not touch land again until it returns to 
breed at 3 yrs old.  Let us try to change the AMBER warning back to GREEN. 
We can do this simply by putting up a nest box at home, giving future genera-
tions the chance to see this iconic visitor performing its screaming aerial per-
formances from May to August. 

“Swift Conservation” website offers so much useful information about D.I.Y. 
nest boxes and ready made ones, should you wish to help.      

                                                             Liz Jones  [a Caddington resident] 



Beverley, the next step 
   

 Thank you all for the cards of love and support and the final ‘Good 
Byes’ in my uprooting from Goring after so many years in the 
church. From 1974 to 2018 is not a short time. I have quietly made 
the essential attempt to push Goring and Sussex to the back of my 
mind and get on with making a new life here in East Yorkshire.  

Occasionally, of course, I cannot but help thinking of the flowers that 
would be blooming in my garden and when the north wind blows,  
I miss the shelter of the Downs.  But here I am in Beverley with 
great hopes of relaxation and easing of responsibility. 

I managed a house move in two and a half months – it should have 
been a year – and sorted the accumulation of things that ‘might be 
useful’ and things that are useful from the ‘garage’ and the three 
sheds. Ha! Now once again, I have a garage full of stuff still to  
unpack and sort and little space for it.  

Beverley Minster is just down the road.  A beautiful building,  
Medieval Gothic that takes £1000 a day to run, but it is a very lively 
and busy place! Bell practice is on a Tuesday, just like St. Mary’s in 
Goring.  

On wedding days, the pealing of the bells is in stereo, coming 
straight down the road into the backyard, but also bouncing off the 
wall of the opposite house, amplified! The clock chimes quarters of 
hours (seems like five minutes) and solemnly tolls the (short) hours 
and that I had better get going and get doing, for time is fleeting! 

I had a warm welcome to Toll Gavel United Church.  It is a  
Methodist and U.R.C. union. The minister, Rev. Stephen Caddy, 
visited me on moving day, just after the moving men had gone.  

He found me wandering around the house in a daze, viewing the 
atrocious number of boxes piled up in every room.  

The situation is gradually improving. Pastoral visitors have also 
been and faces in church are becoming more familiar.  

News from Mary Connelly in East Yourshire 
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News from Mary Connelly in East Yourshire 
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Photo by Mary Connelly 



The architecture of the church (John 
Wesley was here!) itself took me back 
to my Cornish Methodism days and 
my introduction to Congregational 
churches.   It is perhaps fitting that  
I should end up in the East Riding as 
I started off married life in the West 
Riding, in Uppermill, Saddleworth, 
Ebenezer Congregational Church.   

It was a shock for me, coming from 
the milder climate of Cornwall to cold, 
wet and sooty Yorkshire. The Manse 
was sandwiched between two railway 
lines before and behind, a woollen 
mill (whose chimneys competed with 
the steam engines) and the millpond 
lapping against the garden wall.  
Uppermill was in the postal area of 
Oldham, Lancashire, which was the 
nearest town with the nearest market, 
shops and, of course, Oldham Rep. 

In our ecclesiastical life we always 
knew every undertaker wherever we 
lived. The first one I knew was in the 
Cornish village where I was born and 
brought up. Charlie James was the 
carpenter and undertaker, farmer and 
dairyman, Chapel steward and  
Sunday School superintendent.  

In Uppermill, the undertaker was  
Oliver Schofield, who used to come 
across to the big stone Manse and sit 
in the study with William, talking and 
drinking tea in front of a blazing fire 
made of coffin off-cuts. Oliver prided 
himself on the lasting quality of his 

coffins. He was heard advising some 
one on the choice of coffin. “Nay, 
lad,” he said, when the young man 
said that coffins were cheaper from 
an undertaker in the next village,  
“Tha dusna’ want to go there, not for 
your Dad. He’d have his britches 
be’ind out in a fortnight!” 

I noticed an undertaker directly 
across the road from me on Minster 
Moorgate. I frequently see a top-
hatted gentleman walking down the 
road in front of a laden hearse.  

Further down the road he stops, bows 
to the coffin and takes his place in the 
front seat of the vehicle. I thought it 
was time to make myself known.  
I went over and rang the bell. The 
gentleman came down from his of-
fice. ”What can I do to help you?” he 
asked. ’Nothing yet”, I replied. 
“Perhaps you can help my son in a 
few years’ time.” We had a nice chat 
and he told me the history of the  
company. For many years they were 
the only funeral directors in the town, 
but now have to share business with 
the Co-op. They are not used to  
having social visitors. 

My house movers left my precious 
plant pots, saucers and watering cans 
behind at the old house, hampering 
my plans to beautify the front and 
back yards. (Yes, yards, no garden, 
only what I can grow in pots.)  

I’m gradually replacing and replant-
ing. Some secondhand pots have 
come my way and a local bargain 
store has a variety of garden stuff.  
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News from Mary Connelly in East Yourshire 



It’s a sight to see when I am trun-
dling over the cobblestones with pots 

compost wedged on the seat of my 
walker. I’m working on how to grow a 
few runner beans and tomatoes. 
Grow bags in a sheltered corner? 

It was heartening to see signs of 
renewal in many of the twigs and 
slips of plants that I had brought with 
me from Worthing. Small leaves 
started from the base of what 
seemed dead wood. We may yet 
see fuchsias in bloom this year and 
even more next year. The primroses, 
primulas and bluebells did well.  

I got a bargain tray of ‘past their 
best’ Narcissi, crocuses and grape 
hyacinths to nurture ‘til next year’s 
flowering. There are also seedlings 
showing, from seeds that hid in the 
soil, played ‘piggy back’ and are now 
emerging into the Yorkshire air.  
I look every day to see what treas-
ures may unfold. “Ooh, there’s a 
marigold! And a baby fennel!  
There’s a  - what IS that?”  Perhaps 
next year I will have a backyard 
open day!  Why am I giving myself 
more work? I can’t help it – it’s in the 
blood. My grandmother and all her 
girls, including my mother, kept the 
families’ gardens growing, feeding 
their families and providing flowers 
for decorating their churches every 
week and for the round-the year 
bring-and-buy stalls!  

Recently, at a morning service, my 
heart sank when I was offered a 
printed leaflet with hymns and 
songs. I find some of the modern 
writing very trite, repetitive and  
difficult to accept. But these were 
different and made me rethink my 
cosy non-active retirement plans. 

 “God who sets us on a journey to 
discover, dream and grow…journey 
inward, journey outward, stir the  
spirit, stretch the mind…..End our 
longing for the old days, grant the 
vision that we lack ….let us travel 
light, discarding excess baggage 
from our past, cherish only what’s 
essential, choosing treasure that will 
last.”   

Joy Dine (1937-2001)   
(From ‘Singing the Faith’) 

 

Once again, I quote Sidney Carter 
who also wrote very encouraging 
words in his song “One more step 
along the world I go…” 

 

You are older than the world can be;  

You are younger than the life in me;  

Ever old and ever new,  

Keep me travelling along with you: 

And it’s from the old I 

 travel to the new; 

 Keep me travelling along with you.  

 

                 J. Mary Connelly 
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News from Mary Connelly in East Yourshire 



Miscellaneous 
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Charter for Compassion  
 

I have signed up to an international organisation called 

Charter for Compassion contact@charterforcompassion.org 
and recently received the following in an e-mail:- 

The concept of a “Golden Rule” in which we do to others only 
what we would want others to do to us, can be found in one 
form or another as far back as the civilisations of ancient  
China, Babylon, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. It was, of course, 
taught by Jesus.  

It has been called an “ethic of reciprocity”, and can be found in 
all cultures, and in all world religions as well as in the  
philosophies of humanists and existentialists – and Christians.  

It is, in short, an ethical code that all of humanity can agree 
on.  Why then do we find ourselves here in the 21st century 
inhabiting a world that is dangerously polarized, with a  
growing imbalance of power and wealth among the ever  
increasing number of people on the Earth, with continuing 
wars that ravage populations and waste resources, with  
massive genocide and terrorist atrocities that endanger us all?  

How is it that we find humankind facing the terrifying  
possibility of environmental catastrophe? These questions 
confront us with a greater urgency than ever, and it is these 
questions that have led us to the human heart and the  
human brain – the great possibilities of compassion that lie 
within each human being – to identify the solution. 
 

Wilfred Rhodes.  

mailto:contact@charterforcompassion.org


Miscellaneous 
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Living the Life of the Crucified one 
 

We live our lives in a vale of tears 
Suspended by hope throughout the years 
Yet our lives have been ‘crucified with Christ,’ 
Keep this in mind, our  struggles are worth the price.   

The Apostle Paul says, ‘Christ lives in me’ 
And ‘the life we live, we live by faith’? Do you agree?  
So if Christ lives in us we must put ego aside  
And let Him rule our thoughts and our pride; 

We may try hard to overcome,  
To crucify wrong; but this must be done. 
It was our Saviour, who took us to the cross,  
Without Him, life with God would be lost; 

He won our freedom and saved the day, 
We owe Him our gratitude in every way; 
Though He discharged believers from the law,  
The ‘evil one’ lays waiting at our door.  

How then shall we stand and win 
Fight the evil and grievous sin?  
In our own strength we shall not survive, 
But by yielding to God we shall revive.   

When we let go and allow God to perform,  
Through His love and grace He will reform;  
As we yield everything to His Will,  
Our lives He will consummate still;   

We are taught to be perfect, that’s our goal,  
It’s the way to become gracious and whole; 
So let Christ take charge of the life God gave, 
There’s little to be gained by doubt or rave.   

All that which is said above, concerns our soul, 
Not nation or neighbour, that’s not our goal; 
It’s the self that must be overcome  
If we’re to live the Life of God’s Son;     

Living the Life of the Crucified One, 
Will steer us towards a life to be won; 
So be prepared to submit all in your field, 
We overcome, as in love and faith we yield.  
 

 William Doyle  
                   Based on Galatians 2:20 



Miscellaneous 
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My Child 
 



Miscellaneous 
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I am waiting for you.    Luke 15:11-32 

 

Love, Your Dad. 

Almighty God 

 

Father's Love Letter used by permission  

Father Heart Communications ©1999   FathersLoveLetter.com 



Miscellaneous 

Articles for the Autumn edition of The CHRONICLE   

You can submit articles to the editor for inclusion in the Chronicle  

by either of the following ways  — 

1. E-Mail to  chronicle@gurc.org.uk  

2. or by post to Graham Redman 

5 Salvington Hill,  Worthing,  West Sussex.  BN13 3AT 

 

The last day for the Autumn Chronicle articles is 1 August 2018 

Please put it in your diary now  

However, it would be very helpful if you could submit articles before this time 
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Remembrance Book 

The book of Remembrance stands at the entrance to the Little Chapel. 
The families of members and friends who have died may have their names 
and dates of death added to this book as a memorial. 

Names have been added through the years since the death was recorded of 
Rev F J H Humphrey, the minister of the then new church in 1947.  

Take a quiet moment to have a look sometime.  

Names are also on our website under Members /Remembrance 



Weekday Activities 
 

Journeys with Jesus & Junior Table Tennis Monday Afternoons 

Tuesday Fellowship    2nd and 4th Tuesday Afternoons 

Ark Group for Adults with Babies & Toddlers Thursday Mornings. School Term times 

Kestro (Stroke Club)    Friday Afternoons 

Table Tennis for All    Tuesday & Friday Mornings, 9.30—11.30 

Little Fishes Play Group   Monday-Friday.   School Term times  

Bible Study Group    First Wednesday in Month 

 

Publication Team :- 

Reporters:  Mr Wilfred Rhodes 

Proof Reading:    Mrs Jane Bond and Mrs Denise Woods 

Mailing Secretary & Treasurer:  Mrs Susie Thomas 

Please send any contributions towards the Chronicle and mailing cost to her at - 

2 Ardale Close, Worthing, BN11 6HW 

The Chronicle costs approximately £1.50 each to produce.  Whilst no charge is made for the 
magazine, the Church would be very grateful for any donations given to help towards its cost 
of production.     There is a box provided for such purpose at the back of the church, or 
contributions may be made by post to Mrs Susie Thomas ( address above ).     Thank you. 

Editor:  Graham Redman. 

Telephone 01903 260568 

5 Salvington Hill,  Worthing.  BN13 3AT 

chronicle@gurc.org.uk 

The CHRONICLE   

www.gurc.org.uk/chronicle-online           chronicle@gurc.org.uk 
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We are here to worship God and proclaim the love of Jesus Christ to all 

Goring United Reformed Church,  Worthing,  West Sussex. 

www.gurc.org.uk 

Goring United Reformed Church is 

part of the United Reformed Church 

in the United Kingdom.  At the 

beginning of this year, a Joint 

Pastorate was formed with Sompting 

United Reformed Church with whom 

we share Ministry.  

The United Reformed Church has over 

1600 churches in England, Scotland 

and Wales with a total membership of 

about 76000.   It was formed in 1972 

when the Presbyterian Church of 

England and the Congregational 

Church of England and Wales united, 

and it was joined by the Reformed 

Association of Churches of Christ in 

Great Britain and Ireland in 1981 and 

the Congregational Union of Scotland 

in 2000.   

The churches of Emmanuel in 

Worthing, Sompting, St Andrew’s 

Rustington and Littlehampton are 

part of the ‘Worthing Cluster’ and  

United Reformed Church Southern 

Synod, whose affairs are governed by  

the General Assembly.    

It was early in the 1930s that 

Worthing Congregational Church in 

Shelley Road began planning to build 

a new church in the rapidly growing 

area to the west of Worthing. The 

present building was opened in 

September 1961 when the 

congregation became too large to be 

accommodated in the church building 

that is now the hall.  This first building 

was opened in 1948.  

Other churches in Goring with whom 

we share the Christian faith are 
English Martyrs Roman Catholic 
Church, St Mary, St Laurence & St 
Richard Churches of England, the 
New Life Baptist Church and Bury 
Drive Methodist Church.   

Goring  United  Reformed  



GORING UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
 —  We share a minister with Sompting United Reformed Church  — 

Shaftesbury Avenue, Goring by Sea, Worthing, West Sussex, BN12 4EA 

Web site:  www.gurc.org.uk  

Church Office :      admin@gurc.org.uk     Telephone  01903 600260 

Minister:    Rev Andrew Sellwood  -  Friday rest day 

17 Drummond Road, Goring by Sea, Worthing, West Sussex. BN12 4DX 

Telephone 01903 248259      

 

Church Secretary:   Mrs Valerie Cooper 

27 West Park Lane,  Worthing, West Sussex. BN12 4EP 

Telephone: 01903 506264   E-Mail: the secretary@gurc.org.uk 

Pastoral Secretary:   Mrs Hilary Redman 

5 Salvington Hill,  Worthing, West Sussex. BN13 3AT 

Telephone: 01903 260568   E-Mail: pastoral@gurc.org.uk 

Church Treasurer:    Mr Matthew Smith 

10 Cissbury Drive,  Worthing, West Sussex.  BN14 0DT 

Telephone: 01903 873265   E-Mail:  treasurer@gurc.org.uk 

 

Worship in the Church Sanctuary 

Sundays 

8.00am Prayer & Praise - with Holy Communion on first Sunday in month. 

10.30am      Morning Worship - with Holy Communion on first Sunday in month. 

 - Family service monthly as announced 

 - Junior Church with Crèche 

6.00pm Evening Worship - with Holy Communion on third Sunday in month 
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From the Minister’s Study 
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C  H  U  R  C  H      U  N  I  T  Y 

I was reminded at my Induction service at 
Sompting in January of the benefit of 
coming together as Christians to worship in 
numbers. It was good to see about 100 
folks, some from other churches and other 
denominations gathered together on that 
day. There was a real sense of a unity of 
purpose, fellowship and joy which was very 
significant as we were on the eve of the 
week of prayer for Christian unity.  

Unity is such a vital element to our 
Christian life. The Psalmist wrote: 
Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! (Psalm 133:1). 
When we study the Bible we can 
have no doubt that it is God's will 
for His Body (the Church) to work 
together in unity and not in 
competition. Paul addressed this in 
his letter to the church at Ephesus 
endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace 
There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you were called in one hope 
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father 
"of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all. 

(Ephesians 4:3-6). The early 
church was in unity: Now all who 
believed were together, and had all 
things in common, and sold their 
possessions and goods, and 
divided them among all, as anyone 
had need. So continuing daily with 
one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their food with 
gladness and simplicity of heart, 
praising God and having favour 
with all the people.  
And the Lord added to the church 
daily those who were being 
saved." (Acts 2:44-47). The key 
words in these verses are 
‘together’ and in ‘one accord’. This 
is where their strength came from.   
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From the Minister’s Study 

In the context of urging the church 
at Ephesus to "walk worthy " of 
their "calling,"  
Paul addressed the issue of "unity 
of the spirit." In His prayer for His 
disciples, Jesus also prayed for 
unity (John 17: 20-21). The word 
"unity" is much used and misused. 
Disunity in the body of Christ 
seriously limits and hinders the 
work of the church. 

 I remember hearing about a huge 
church in North London some 
years ago divided over what the 
colour of the carpet should 
be.  Imagine how this must have 
grieved Christ who is the Head of 
the Church.  Was it really 
necessary for this large church to 
wrangle over and eventually split 
over a simple thing like the colour 
of the carpet?  Were there 
underlying problems that had 
already been at work before this 
division and then split?  Were 
there other issues that caused this 
division?  Is Christ glorified by 
such infighting?   

We already know the answer to 
the last question.  God is never 
glorified by division.  That is the 
weak side of human nature and 
sometimes rears its ugly head 
even in churches.  How can we 
avoid such conflict?  How can we 
aspire to resolve such 
division?  What can be done to 
prevent this?  What might be done 
differently to minimize the risk of 
this happening in our churches?   

Had this been an issue even 
before the colour of the carpet 
was brought up before the church 
meeting?  I believe it was. I 
wonder what the Apostle Paul 
would have had to say regarding 
this issue. It wouldn’t be very 
sympathetic. We have an example 
in his letters to one church in 
particular. To say that Paul was 
angry with the church at Corinth 
would be a great 
understatement.  Some of his 
strongest letters (epistles) were 
directed to the Corinthian church. 
It is thought one is actually 
missing because it was too strong, 
probably destroyed but he refers 
to it in first Corinthians 5:9 ‘a 
previous letter’. 

It’s not just fixtures and fittings or 
even doctrine that divide the 
church it is often personalities and 
personal agendas. Apparently, 
there had been some division 
within the Corinthian church about 
who they were to follow.  In 1 
Corinthians 1:10b-11 he 
writes “that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and the same 
judgment.  For it has been 
reported to me by Chloe’s people 
that there is quarrelling among 
you, my brothers.”  Paul had 
obviously heard them quarrelling 
over who they would be following 
saying “I follow Paul,” or “I follow 
Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I 
follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? 



From the Minister’s Study 

Was Paul crucified for you” (1 Cor 
1:12-13)?  Paul was frequently not 
pleased with this church because 
they were jealous over one 
another’s gifts so Paul wrote “Just 
as a body, though one, has many 
parts, but all its many parts form 
one body, so it is with Christ. For 
we were all baptized by one Spirit 
so as to form one body—whether 
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—
and we were all given the one Spirit 
to drink. Even so the body is not 
made up of one part but of 
many” (1 Cor 12:12-14). This is at 
least part of the reason that Paul 
wrote the letter of 1st Corinthians 
and why Paul writes “that there 
should be no division in the body, 
but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other”  
(1 Cor 12:26). 

God does not like chaos and 
disorganization in His church.  The 
church must be run efficiently and 
in order.  Paul, again in writing to 
the church at Corinth, wrote 
that “God is not a God of disorder 
but of peace—as in all the 
congregations of the Lord’s 
people” (1 Cor 14:33) and 
so “Everything must be done so 
that the church may be built up”  
(1 Cor 14:26). Unity is the primary 
necessity for wholeness and health 
in the human body. Unity in the 
human body can be defined as the 
harmonious function of all its 
organs." This is equally true of the 
spiritual body.  

Each member has a place and a 
function in the Body and if we don't 
realize it the overall health of the 
body is affected and its function 
hindered. Unity is not uniformity, or 
sameness, and diversity is not a 
threat to unity.  

As Christians, we can be in unity 
with other Christians, although 
there are cultural and theological 
doctrinal differences, so long as we 
have in common loyalty to Our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the values that He 
teaches us.  

We can have different traditions 
such as how we take communion 
so long as we agree that Jesus is 
the one whose body and blood are 
symbolized by the elements of 
communion. God has not told us to 
establish unity in his body. He did 
that Himself. Our task is to keep it--
to walk in it or walk it out. Unity is a 
key indicator of the spiritual growth 
and maturity of the church. Division 
is the opponent of unity.  

Divided we are weak and 
ineffective. We must be alert to the 
adversary driving wedges between 
us. In His letter to the Romans, 
Paul wrote: so we, being many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually 
members of one another. Having 
then gifts differing according to the 
grace that is given to us, let us use 
them: If prophecy, let us prophesy 
in proportion to our faith; or 
ministry, let us use it in our 
ministering; he who teaches, in 
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Tuesday Fellowship  

 

We have once more started our Fellowship afternoons and our first 
one after Christmas was a New Year Party. 

Our last meeting before the holiday was an extremely interesting talk 
given by Andrew. He was talking, and showing pictures about the 
origins and ups and downs of Christmas throughout the centuries. 
Xmas, as it should be called, from the 14th century, X being the first 
letter of Christ. Up until the 14th century Easter was the most 
important celebration. The pagan tradition was of Yuletide with log 
burning for 12 days and frivolity for mid-winter.  

Cromwell cancelled Christmas but with the restoration of the 
monarchy Christmas was revived. It did not really become 
commercialised until the 19th Century with the publication of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, Christmas cards (the first one being 
printed by the Treasures Office) and Christmas trees decorated in 
houses introduced by Prince Albert.  

Andrew finished his talk by showing us pictures of old cards from his 
collection, some rather macabre, and telling us the meaning of the 
song 'The Partridge in a Pear Tree’.  

We could do with more people coming to Fellowship, so if you are 
free on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month please come 
and join us.   Carole Culliss 

The local church here in Goring  - Tuesday Fellowship 
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teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; 
he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 
(Romans 12:5-8)  

 
To the Colossians, Paul expressed his desire that the hearts of the 
saints might be encouraged, , being knit together in love.  
This is the condition that exists when there is unity in the church--hearts 
are "knit together in love.". So then let us work together using our gifts, 
our strengths and even our weaknesses for the glory of God. 

Andrew Sellwood 

- Since January this year, Andrew shares his ministry with Sompting URC - 



The local church here in Goring   -  Eric Bond 

ERIC CHARLES 
BOND 
 

Eric was born on 10th July 1922, at 
Highgate, North London, which 
makes him 95 and able to give me 
many years! He lived in Highgate  
until he was 6, and his sister Eileen 
was born when he was 2. Eric's  
father, Charles, was a cabinet maker, 
but in the 1st World War he served in 
the Royal Field Artillery and was  
badly injured, and because of that he 
was unable to return to work after the 
war. After Highgate the family moved 
to Palmer’s Green for 7 years. 

 

They attended the Wesleyan Bowes Church, so named after the Bowes 
Lyon family, and Eric joined the very busy scout group there. 

From school, Eric says he failed the 11+  
examination, which would have enabled him 
to attend the local grammar school, but when 
he was 13 he won a scholarship to a Junior 
Technical School, and before leaving at 17 he 
became School Captain. It was whilst there 
that very sadly his mother died in 1936 when 
he was 14. 

After leaving that school he began an  
Engineering Apprenticeship, and that was 
right at the beginning of WWII.  

At the same time he followed further education by day release, but this 
had to be done at weekends as he could not be off work during the week 
– that would delay production. They were hard task-masters in those 
days!  Until 1943 he was regarded as being in a reserved occupation.  

Eric  c1936 
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The local church here in Goring   -  Eric Bond 

Page 7 The Chronicle  Spring 2018 

He was then deferred again from joining 
the Forces until 1947, to train potential 
Engineering Officers. After the war, in 
1947, he received a grant to go to London 
University and graduated with a 1st Class 
BSc. Degree in Engineering. 

In 1946, when he was 24, Eric married 
Emily and they had two sons – Alan and 
Graham. In 1951 he entered teaching and 
taught in Enfield Technical College.  

Then in 1957 the family moved to 
Worthing and they all attended Goring 
Congregational Church, at that time meet-
ing in what is now our Main Hall. Rev Cyril 
Franks was minister and in 1960 Mr & Mrs 
Bond became Church Members. 

So 57 years a member! can anyone beat 
that? 

Eric taught at Worthing College of Further Education – just opposite the 
Connaught Theatre, and also at the Engineering Annexe at Broadwater. 
He taught maths and science related to engineering.   

Back at church Eric was elected Deacon 
in 1962 and Leader of the Junior Church. 
There were over 200 children in those 
days! He was also Pastoral Church Sec-
retary from 1968 for 6 or 7 years. 

Then, very sadly, after a long illness  
Eric's wife Emily died in January 1970.  

It was in 1972 that he married Jane  
Stephens and then daughter Elizabeth 
was born in August 1974.   

It's amazing to remember that Elizabeth 
became my Saturday Girl in the Pharma-
cy in the Strand, Goring, in about 
1990/91 

Eric marries Jane Stephens 1972 

Eric & Emily March 1946 



The local church here in Goring  - Eric bond 

In 1962 Eric was invited by the 
Cambridge Examination Board to 
be involved in the assessment of 
those sitting 'O' and 'A' level  
exams. This led him to becoming 
chief examiner in Geometrical and 
Mechanical Drawing for the  
Cambridge Board.  

This was also at a time when oth-
er overseas countries wanted their 
own examination boards, and so 
he was sent to Malaysia and  
Africa to train teachers there to 
examine, and create their own 
Boards.  

This was part of what was called 
Overseas Training Missions. Eric 
retired from full-time work in 1983, 
but continued part time until 1990. 
They were also hard task-masters 
as this involved work in both term 
time and holiday time. 

Eric says that the highlight of his 
church memories was the opening 
of our present church building in 
1961.  

This was in Rev. Cyril Franks' 
time, a very gifted minister. The 
church was packed with perhaps 
400 people, for a very moving  
service and for many years the 
congregation was 200 to 300  
every Sunday morning. 

And finally, Eric said that his elder 
son Alan died in 1999; his other 
son Graham lives in Leeds.  

Eric’s daughter, Elizabeth lives in  
Birmingham with her husband  
Nigel and three children.  

Nigel is an M.R.I. specialist in two 
Birmingham hospitals. 

This has been an “aerial view” of a 
long and expert life and does little 
justice to the man who's subject 
this is. But it's been my privilege to 
learn something of his life and 
times.  

   Wilfred Rhodes 

Eric relaxing at home early this year 
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Website Reminder 

Recordings  of Sermons are available on our website, 

Just click on  the ‘Recordings’ picture on the front page. 

On this Recordings page there are also links to other services:- 
past ministers, videos etc. 

 
If you would like to refer to a complete Sunday morning service 
then please speak to Paul. 

 

 

Also Remember CCTV -  

Close Circuit Television Cameras are installed around our 
premises and are continually monitoring and recording.  

They are there for security purposes only. 

Smile when passing a camera ! 

Articles for the Summer edition of The CHRONICLE   

You can submit articles to the editor for inclusion in the Chronicle  

by either of the following ways  — 

1. E-Mail to  chronicle@gurc.org.uk  

2. or by post to Graham Redman 

5 Salvington Hill,  Worthing,  West Sussex.  BN13 3AT 

 

The last day for the Summer Chronicle articles is 1 May 2018 

However, it would be very helpful if you could submit articles before this time 

Chronicle Dates & Website 
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The local church here in Goring  - Mary Connelly 

Mary Connelly 
moves to East Yorkshire - February 2018 

Cutting the ‘goodbye’ cake on Sunday 21 January. Rev Andrew Sellwood led the service. 
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The local church here in Goring  - Mary Connelly 
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From Nottingham to Worthing  The Connellys 

Sadly, his health deteriorated and 
eventually he was diagnosed with 
vascular dementia. The deterioration 
continued and in the autumn of last 
year it became necessary for him to 
move into a care home to have pro-
fessional care. From time to time he 
asks about the church and certain 
people, but increasingly his memo-
ries go back to his first church in 
Uppermill, Saddleworth, 60 years 
ago and I have to scrabble in my 
own mind for memories of people we 
knew at that time in order to give an 
appropriate response!    

Please remember him in your  

prayers.  How I had missed the sea 
since leaving Cornwall!  In our first 
church we had the bleakness of the 
Yorkshire moors on one side and the 
grime of industrial North on the oth-
er, then we moved to the inland 
farming community of Newport in 
Shropshire, then to the suburbs of 
Nottingham. Never a sight of the 
sea. 

I remember how excited I was when 
we first visited Worthing, I think it 
was Mr. Charles Stephens who met 
us at the station and said, “We’ll 
drive along the seafront to the 
church”.   

Mary wife of our late minister, Rev William [Bill] Connelly decided to 
cut her ties from Worthing and move to be close to and part of her  
family and her son in East Yorkshire.  

She moved from her house in Goring during early February after 
spending well over 40 years in this Church. She and William came to 
Worthing in 1974 ! 

We shall miss her very much and her wonderful writing skills, with  
interesting stories and memories with contributions to our quarterly 
Chronicle magazine.  It was on a very rare occasion, if she ever did, 
that she missed a publication.  

For many years the magazine was produced monthly. Quite an 
achievement  to write something for every month!   

We shall miss you Mary.  

I am reprinting below an excerpt from a couple of articles Mary wrote 
for our 75th Anniversary edition in 2015.   

Graham Redman 



Our first sight of the Worthing sea? 
Ha! Couldn’t see it because the road 
was lower than the promenade and 
there were no cliffs and rocks, only 
the backs of the bathing huts.  
Cornwall it was not! 

However, church and people suited 
each other and in the April of 1974, 
William sent the letter of acceptance, 
including these words: “It is with  
absolute trust in Christ who is the 
head of the Church and the one who 
goes before to lead us in all our 
ways, that I accept the call of the 
Church meeting at Goring-by Sea to 
be Minister of Word and Sacraments 
among you. I believe that my dear 
people here, (for whose good I urge 
your prayers) will confirm this one 
hope, that whatever I have lacked in 
gifts or talents in the service of the 
church, I have never wanted for loy-
alty or love.” 

In the Easter holidays of 1974  
I came down from Nottingham with a 
suitcase of  ‘go everywhere with me’ 
plants and started on the garden of 
140, George Vth. There had been a 
long, dry spell and the ground was 
hard, like concrete, and I ended up 
having to wear a neck brace for 
some time! 

Looking back in the archives, I found 
the report of the journey made by 
some members of Friary Church, 
Nottingham, to come to the Induc-
tion. It was written by Mr. Pamplin, 
(known as ‘Pamp’) in his inimitable 
comic style. 

 

———————— 
 

 

The Chronicles of Friary 

And it came to pass in the year MCMLXXIV in the reign of Elizabeth, 
daughter of George the Sailor King, that there was great lamentation in 
the Land of Friary. For it was noised abroad that William the Connelly, 
Chief Priest of Friary had seen a wondrous vision wherein the people 
of the Land of GURC had said, “Come over into West Sussex and help 
us.”  And the Chief Priest of Friary took great thought unto himself and 
searched his heart, and having found it, called unto him the Chief 
Scribe of Friary and charged him that he call together the Elders and 
the People of Friary for he needs must speak with them. 

And when all were gathered together the Chief Priest told them of his 
vision and that he needs must depart from their midst, shaking from his 
feet the dust of West Bridg-ford, and travel to a far country, even to the 
Land of GURC, which is in West Sussex, there to acquire the sands of 
Goring and dwell thereby.   

The local church here in Goring  - Mary Connelly 
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For the far country is down South, beyond the South Downs which 
run down to the great waters which is called the En-Glish Chann-el.   
And the Elders and the people of Friary murmured among them-
selves and said “As you wish, so must it be, For was not the fame 
of Friary noised abroad by the great Aunt, even Be-Be-See, that all 
men should see Tele-Vision, which is called Gogg-le-Box.” (This is 
a reference to a televised morning service from Friary in 1973, 
which brought William to Goring’s attention.) 

And of the Elders and the People of Friary those who were sorely 
troubled rent their garments and cast them aside to be given to the 
great Jumb-Le-Sale. And others said, ”He that has hair to tear, let 
him tear.” And it was so. 

Then the Elders and the People of Friary said “It is not meet that the 
Chief Priest and his helpmeet and his children and his acolyte of the 
tribe Felinus should journey afar without we should send emissaries 
to take greetings to the tribe of GURC and to see that the Chief 
Priest be received well at the great Solemnities which is called In-
Duction.” And many preparations were made that all that could, 
should travel to the far country. 

For those without horses and chariots the Elder of Friary said, “Let 
us seek out with great diligence, a great diligence which is called 
Min-I-Bus that a great number may travel.” And they charged all 
brave enough so to journey that they take unto themselves food 
and water lest they suffer hunger and thirst betimes. And they 
charged Ronald the Griff that he care for the six and ten horses tak-
ing in water and oil meet enough and then to guide the diligence up 
and down the downs and thence up and down the Downs and up to 
Friary. And it was so.  And this was the manner of their going, for 
they journeyed the Great Road which is called Em-One, through the 
lands of the Notts and the Leics and the Northants and the Bucks 
even unto the Great Metropolis and thence through the land of  
Surrey to West Sussex. 

And there was great rejoicing in the tribe of GURC that the diligence 
which was called Min-I-Bus and which some called Connelly’s 
Coach and others the Friary Flier should bring such a Company of 
Friars. 

The local church here in Goring  - Mary Connelly 
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The local church here in Goring  - Mary Connelly 

They said, ”Since that you have come up over the Downs, you shall 
have High tea. And it was so. And it was good to look upon. And it 
was good to down. 

A great number forgathered in the church that night and William the 
Connelly was presented to the tribe of GURC and with one accord 
they said ‘This is a great thing that we do.” And they extended to him 
the hand of friendship. And the people of Friary said, “Amen, so let it 
be.” Then the tribe of GURC opened up their dwellings to the travel-
lers and there was festivity and song and such many happenings 
that are beyond the stylus of your scribe to record. 

On the next day, at high noon, all the travellers being assembled with 
William the Connelly at his new dwelling that is called Manse, fare-
wells were said and the people of Friary set off on their journey to the 
land of Notts.  And behold, ere sunset they were returned to their 
homes, some to seek rest from their journey and others to further 
festivities, which concern us not.   -  and the six and ten horses were 
restored to their stable, having consumed water but eight and ten 
measures of oil and answering every call made upon them, bearing 
the pilgrims in all four hundred, one score and two miles. 

And so ends this chapter in the Chronicles of Friary. 

   

I would like to thank friends and members of each of  ‘our churches’ 
for the love and support they have given us through the years and in 
particular, the tribe of GURC, who continue so to do. 

Mary Connelly 
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The local church here in Goring  - Preaching Planners at GURC 

PREACHING PLANNERS 

Many of our congregation may not 
know the systems we use in planning 
who should preach at our Sunday 
services.  It was my privilege to be 
Church Secretary for the last four 
years of Rev William Connelly's  
ministry in our church and for the two 
years of interregnum following and 
the calling of Rev Peter Heckels to 
our ministry.  

Those six years were from 1987 to 
1993.  William always took all of his 
holiday entitlement of four weeks, all 
together in the month of August, so of 
course as Secretary it was my job to 
find preachers for the 4 or 5 Sundays 
in that month. Several times we were 
blessed in having Rev Douglas Smith 
preach, a very able minister. Do you 
remember him? 

During our two years interregnum we 
had to plan every  preacher for every 
Sunday. Mrs Jane Bond was Assis-
tant Secretary at that time and the 
church, and I, could not have coped 
without her skill and expertise.  

At some date now lost in the mists of 
time, Mrs Robin Bradley and I began 
to work together to plan our preach-
ers. I would telephone and book and 
Robin would write and confirm prior 
to the service. This she did until 2003 
when she and her son John moved to 
Brecon in Wales. Then Mrs Doreen 
Norris stepped in to carry on the work 
that Robin had done, and we carried 
on planning together. For 10 years 
until 2013 she “kept tabs” on all our 
visiting preachers, making sure they 
had details of our orders of service 
and arranging for readers in our  
services.  

However her health was not so good 
in those later years and so  
Mrs Rosina Bayley took over, and for 
the past 5 years or so has been ar-
ranging Bible readers for our services 
and keeping in contact with our visit-
ing preachers. Of course we are in 
the 21st century so  e-mail and  
computers rule the day!  It's a job that 
can get quite complicated making 
sure that changes, when they occur, 
are known by everyone who needs to 
know. Communication is everything!  

And now I come to the point of this 
note. I am very pleased to say that 
Mrs Caroline Hibbs, who was elected 
Elder last year, is taking over my part 
of the Preaching Planning. Our minis-
ter, Andrew, supplies us with a calen-
dar towards the end of each year, 
indicating where he will be each Sun-
day morning for the following year. 
On average he is with us in Goring 
United Reformed Church every other 
Sunday.  

So in September I book our preach-
ers for the following January to June, 
and in March I fill our gaps for July to 
December. Caroline and I will carry 
out the bookings for the second half 
of this year and Rosina will continue 
to organise readers and keep in con-
tact with all our preachers.  

On the whole we are quite well  
organised, so long as computers and 
telephones continue to work. [And as 
I write they were not!!]  

I am very grateful for all the help I 
have had over the years in our  
Planning. 

Wilfred Rhodes 



The local church here in Goring  - Time for God: Marielle Springer 

Time for God – German Christmas Traditions 
 

Chrismas markets: They open in Germany after the first advent and 

they are everywhere. It is tradition to go once a year with your family to a 

chrismas market. They are very big and busy that one visit is enough for 

a lot of people. In my villages we don't have a chrismas market we have a 

kind of advent calender it is called “lebendiger Adventskalender“ that 

means everyday there is a get together in another persons home. 

St. Nicolaus Day: It is the first 

main event before chrismas on the 

6th of December (in german: 

Nikolaus). On the 5th of December 

everyone is cleaning a shoe and 

put it before their door. Then in the 

morning you can look in your shoe 

what the nicolaus brought you. It is 

just some sweets. 

Days Before Chrismas: It is very 

common to make your own 

german mulled wine (Glühwein) 

and eggnog punch (Eierpunch).  

I made both this year with my 

friends and it isn't so easy as it 

seems to be.  In Germany we don't 

have Chrismas carols but we have 

two typical German films which run 

everyday over the Chrismas 

period. They are called ‘Three 

Wishes for Cinderella‘ (drei 

Haselnüsse für Aschenbrödel) and 

‘The Little Lord‘ (der kleine Lord). 

They don't have anything to do 

with Chrismas but most people 

watch them as a Chrismas 

tradition. In the days before 

chrismas families also buy their 

chrismas tree. A lot of the people 

go to a special planted area with 

chrismas trees and cut down their 

tree. It is also very common to 

decorate the tree in different 

colours. We had this year blue and 

silver (photo). 

Chrismas Eve: Most of you will 

know that we celebrate on the 24th 

of December. On that day nearly 

everybody goes to their church. 

Most churches even have over 

three services that day. The 

service at 3pm in every church has 

a play of Jesus‘ birth. The children 

who get confirmed the following 

year are playing in it.  My brother 

took part in it last year, and I took 
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The local church here in Goring  - Time for God: Marielle Springer 

part a couple years before that. 

This year my church was full, and 

we had a lot of children who took 

part in it (photo). 

After the church service you open 

your presents (Bescherung).  

An old tradition is that someone 

hides a cucumber ball in the tree 

and the first person who finds it 

starts with opening their presents. 

In the evening the family comes 

around and they have their 

Chrismas dinner. We always have 

one of my aunts coming around 

with her family. 

 

It is an old tradition to eat 

sausages and potato salad 

but the people now just have 

a turkey or a chicken. 

Chrismas day (erster 

Weihnachtsfeiertag) and 

Boxing Day (zweiter 

Weihnachtstag) most people 

visit other parts of the family. 

Marielle Springer 



Women’s World Day of Prayer 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Friday, 2nd March 2018 

 

'ALL GOD'S CREATION IS VERY GOOD'   

On Friday, 2nd March 2018 a great wave of prayer will circle the earth 
from the first sunrise in Samoa until the last sunset over American Samoa. 
We will join with an estimated 3 million people around the world in a ser-
vice of celebration that has been written by the Christian women of SURI-
NAME, on the north coast of South America. 
 
Their theme, 'ALL GOD'S CREATION IS VERY GOOD'  reminds us that 
we have responsibilities in caring for this wonderful world we live in. With 
its vast rainforest and wealth of resources,  
Suriname asks us to pray for conservation and the protection of  
wildlife, through an awareness of pollution, misuse and abuse. 
 
We will pray for the situation in Suriname and its concerns for the future, 
and we will make a commitment to take care of God's  
creation by changing one small thing in our daily lives, which will make a 
positive difference to our world and protect the earth for future genera-
tions. 
 
 
Please come and join in one of our local services: 
 

• 2.30pm English Martyrs RC 
Church, Goring Way. 
(followed by refreshments) 

 

• 7.30pm St Michael's RC 
Church, Hayling Rise,  
High Salvington, BN13 3AL 

 
  
     

Eileen Rhodes  Tel:- 248263 
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Mission  Aviation Fellowship 

Our church supports MAF as do Wilf 
and I and we receive the  
Newsletter and Prayer Diary.  
Imagine our surprise when we 
heard through our son Philip's 
church (Testwood Baptist, near 
Southampton) of two new MAF mis-
sionaries preparing to go to Ugan-
da.  Their names are Becky and 
Dave Waterman and Dave is an 
aircraft maintenance engineer. 
Becky hopes to serve the Lord in 
whatever way she can. They arrived 
in Uganda just before Christmas 
and we have already received their 
first Newsletter and an answer to 
my e-mail. 

“Everything is new and exciting and 
there is a lot to take in” they say. their 
two bedroomed bungalow is beautiful, 
Becky says and is in a compound of 
ten houses whose residents are staff 
for a range of NGO's.”With the right 
window open” she says “there is a 
beautiful breeze flowing through the 
property to keep us cool”. The red soil 
forms a fine film on the floor – the ex-
ample of Jesus washing the feet of his 
disciples suddenly seems more appli-
cable! A local monkey has appeared 
several times in a tree in their garden 
and there are songs of unfamiliar 
birds and another that laughs more 
than it sings. Having sorted out the 
right paperwork for being in the coun-
try they set about buying essential 
groceries, sorting a working internet 
and a topped-up electricity supply, 
and then they started the process of 
buying a 17 year old car. They now 
look forward to exploring the huge 
bustling city of Kampala and the coun-
tryside of Uganda.  

They also look forward to the rest of 
their belongings arriving by shipping 
container in a month or two. 

Forgive us writing at length about 
Becky and Dave's first new experienc-
es, but to us it feels such a privilege to 
learn so much about their beginnings 
with MAF. Through Philip, our son, we 
almost feel we know them and maybe 
have already met them when visiting 
Testwood Baptist Church.   

MAF is such a great organisation, 
working in many countries in the 
name of God, flying people and sup-
plies to remote areas with only very 
poor roads, and bringing sick people 
to hospital for life-saving treatment 
(and much, much more).  

Becky and Dave continue to thank 
God for the promises He has spoken 
in their lives, most notably that He will 
never leave them nor forsake them. 
They say “Though the learning can 
feel lonely, we know that we are not 
alone”. 

Could you pray for Dave and Becky? 
And maybe help support them  finan-
cially through MAF?   

Eileen Rhodes 



Mission— 50yrs of Tearfund 

Tearfund is celebrating 50 years in God’s service 

Restored and released 

Birungi, age 22, lives in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (DRC).  

As a child from a poor family – and a 
girl – Birungi wasn't allowed to go to 
school. In her own view and that of 
her community, she had nothing to 
offer, and no opportunities available 
to her. Birungi felt helpless, and 
feared for her future. 

Through his local church, Birungi's 
uncle heard about a skills workshop 
run by Tearfund's local church part-
ner, Action Entraide. He encouraged 
Birungi to learn new skills.  

She applied and was accepted and 
she learnt to sew. Birungi's faith and 
understanding of God grew as she 
spent time with the teachers. Her 
self-belief blossomed. 

At the end of her training, Action 
Entraide gave Birungi a sewing  
machine, which she used to start a 
tailoring business. She'd soon saved 
enough money to buy a piglet, which 
she raised and sold, using the profit 
to buy a calf. Birungi now plans to 
breed and sell cows – a good, stable 
livelihood in the DRC – as well as 
grow her business. 

Birungi rejoices over her newfound 
stability and independence.  
But more important to her is restora-
tion and freedom.  

She's found self-worth through her 
faith in Jesus, and is no longer 
brought down by the social broken-
ness that labels her 'just a woman'. 

She is confident in her identity as a 
precious child of God, capable of 
great things, and she's a role model 
for those around her. She's been set 
free by choosing her own path, and 
has now overcome the limitations 
faced by many poor families in the 
DRC. 'I long to see other girls  
restored and set free,' says Birungi. 

More to do 

Birungi is one of hundreds of thou-
sands of people Tearfund has seen 
released from material and spiritual 
poverty over 50 years. Stories like 
hers fuel their belief that an end to 
extreme poverty is possible.  

But the need remains great. In the 
DRC alone, 87 per cent of people 
still live below the poverty line. 

Powerful in-roads against poverty 
have been made.  

Countless individuals like Birungi 
and communities like hers have 
been or are being released from 
poverty. But there is more to do. 

Please check Tearfund’s website for 
more inspiring stories, prayer points 
and petitions     www.tearfund.org 

Gaynor Anderson-Easey 
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Weekday Activities 
 

Journeys with Jesus & Junior Table Tennis Monday Afternoons 

Tuesday Fellowship    2nd and 4th Tuesday Afternoons 

Ark Group for Adults with Babies & Toddlers Thursday Mornings. School Term times 

Kestro (Stroke Club)    Friday Afternoons 

Table Tennis for All    Tuesday & Friday Mornings, 9.30—11.30 

Little Fishes Play Group   Monday-Friday.   School Term times  

Bible Study Group    First Wednesday in Month 

 

Publication Team :- 

Reporters:  Mr Wilfred Rhodes 

Proof Reading:    Mrs Jane Bond and Mrs Denise Woods 

Mailing Secretary & Treasurer:  Mrs Susie Thomas 

Please send any contributions towards the Chronicle and mailing cost to her at - 

2 Ardale Close, Worthing, BN11 6HW 

The Chronicle costs approximately £1.50 each to produce.  Whilst no charge is made for the 
magazine, the Church would be very grateful for any donations given to help towards its cost 
of production.     There is a box provided for such purpose at the back of the church, or 
contributions may be made by post to Mrs Susie Thomas ( address above ).     Thank you. 

Editor:  Graham Redman. 

Telephone 01903 260568 

5 Salvington Hill,  Worthing.  BN13 3AT 

chronicle@gurc.org.uk 

The CHRONICLE   

www.gurc.org.uk/chronicle-online           chronicle@gurc.org.uk 
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We are here to worship God and proclaim the love of Jesus Christ to all 

Goring United Reformed Church,  Worthing,  West Sussex. 

www.gurc.org.uk 

Goring United Reformed Church is 

part of the United Reformed Church 

in the United Kingdom.  In May 2005 

a Joint Pastorate was formed with St 

Andrew's United Reformed Church in 

Rustington, with whom we share 

Ministry.  

The United Reformed Church has over 

1600 churches in England, Scotland 

and Wales with a total membership of 

about 76000.   It was formed in 1972 

when the Presbyterian Church of 

England and the Congregational 

Church of England and Wales united, 

and it was joined by the Reformed 

Association of Churches of Christ in 

Great Britain and Ireland in 1981 and 

the Congregational Union of Scotland 

in 2000.  The churches of Goring, 

Sompting, Emmanuel & St Andrew’s 

are part of the ‘Worthing Cluster’ and  

United Reformed Church Southern 

Synod, whose affairs are governed by  

the General Assembly.    

It was early in the 1930s that 

Worthing Congregational Church in 

Shelley Road began planning to build 

a new church in the rapidly growing 

area to the west of Worthing. The 

present building was opened in 

September 1961 when the 

congregation became too large to be 

accommodated in the church building 

that is now the hall.  This first building 

was opened in 1948.  

Goring URC is part of Churches 

Together For Worthing, and Christians 

Together in Goring, with whom we 

often join for worship. The other 

churches in Goring with whom we 

share the Christian faith are English 
Martyrs Roman Catholic Church, St 
Mary, St Laurence & St Richard 
Churches of England, the New Life 
Baptist Church and Bury Drive 
Methodist Church.   

Goring  United  Reformed  




