
Musings from the Manse-Week 6. 26/04/20

Hello everyone,  
I thought I’d share some musings of my own this 

week. Firstly, around the joys of working from 

home. This has required some strategic planning 
between Andrew and myself around who will be 

making phone calls and who will sit with Ollie the 

dog to stop him interrupting with his barking! Ollie 
has not let up on guarding the Manse and although 

there are less people walking past our window 

there is still the pesky cat over the road, passing 
squirrels as well as Postmen and delivery drivers 

to warn off.    

 Anyway, so far both Andrew and I have been able 
to do what we need to do. Fortunately it’s only 

one day a week as my other two working days are 

now being spent out in the community ensuring 
people with severe and enduring mental health 

problems still receive their regular medication .I’ve 

been provided with a very fetching set of scrubs 
and together with my face mask, apron and gloves  

have a whole new look for work!. It’s actually quite 

liberating not having to think about what I’m going 
to wear each day. 

Walking through town and driving around 

Worthing is proving to be a very surreal 
experience. The streets and roads are so quiet 

with people following the government guidelines 

for social distancing. It’s a stark reminder of our 
current situation and has given me a better insight 

into the lives of many of the people I care for who 

live with debilitating anxiety and isolation each and 
every day. 

My hope is that when all this is over, we can get 

back to a new ‘normal’ with a fresh perspective on 
what is important in both our own lives and also 

that of our Church. 

One final musing: I am thoroughly enjoying knitting 
and crocheting flowers for our new church banner, 

it’s a great distraction and stops me eating too 

much chocolate; well, for a while anyway. 
Take care everyone and thank you for staying at 

home and supporting all my NHS colleagues. 

 

Jill x 
 
Mark 12:30-31  (NIV) 
30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.’[a] 31 The second is this: ‘Love 

your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these.” 
 
I imagine every generation has reason to believe that 

it is living in a period of historical challenges. 

Whether it is wars, civil unrest, power struggles, 

pandemics or natural disasters, humanity has been 

exposed to many periods of crisis. The biggest 

surprise about these crises is that we are still 

surprised when they occur. Looking back only to the 

last century, so many wars and diseases, each 

experience of this nature provides a rich source of 

relevant information and knowledge. The question 

is how much do we learn from these experiences? 

Let us have hope, faith and the ability to take on 

board the lessons that the experience of the last 

weeks and months has offered us about what is most 

important to us. Humanity needs to learn to live and 

work together.  

The COVID-19 pandemic also reminds us we are—

deep down—spiritual beings, whether we realize it or 

not, and makes us recognize that the problem of 

coronavirus is right here at the face of our global 

community; it’s a challenge that requires global 

cooperation and unity, a component of compassion 

to alleviate suffering, and a greater responsibility to 

exercise our faith to witness the love of God. 

Though the COVID-19 crisis has brought the world 

to a halt and sadly, the health and economic impact 

could be disastrous, we must have faith that from a 

spiritual angle, the pros will outweigh the cons 

making us a global community with spiritual 

connectivity.  

Everything is local and everything is global, global 
problems are not over there they are right here. A 
small world gets smaller all the time.  
So, the question is - Who is my neighbour?  

A heart-warming story to end with. It shows a 

truly great example of what humanity can achieve 

working together. Captain Tom Moore originally 
aimed to raise just £1,000 for NHS Charities by 

completing 100 laps of his garden before his 100th 

birthday. But he has smashed his target after nearly 
800,000 people made donations totalling £17 

million to his fundraising page. As he finished the 

challenge, he said: "I feel fine, I hope you're all 

feeling fine too."                               Andrew 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A30-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24704a

	Jill x
	Mark 12:30-31  (NIV)

