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Discovery and truth.
People are not getting away for so many overseas holidays this year but apparently it is the time to fly to
Mars! There is still time to save up and book your flight as it will be about 10 years to the first peopled flight.

Yes, summer 2020 is a popular time for missions to the red planet because of the way the planets align -
but how long does it  take to get  there? 7 months on a good day. I  grumble about  a 28-hour flight to
Brisbane10.5 thousand miles away it sounds a lot but better than 34 million miles. I didn’t realise but there
have been 56 Mars missions so far, of which only 26 have been successful. 

On November  5,  2013, a rocket  was launched toward Mars.  It  was India’s  first  interplanetary mission,
Mangalyaan, and a terrific gamble. As mentioned only 40 percent of missions sent to Mars by major space
organizations—NASA, Russia’s, Japan’s, or China’s—had ever been a success. No space organization had
succeeded on its first attempt. What’s more, India’s space organization, ISRO, had relatively little funding:
while  NASA’s  Mars  probe,  Maven,  cost  $651  million,  the  budget  for  Mangalyaan  was  $74  million.  In
comparison,  the budget  for  the 2015 movie “The Martian*”  was $108 million.  *(A Sci-Fi  film about  an
astronaut stranded on Mars).

China has launched its first rover mission to Mars. In fact, two rockets took off on the 23rd July an orbiter
and a lander. I wonder if they had any Huawei equipment on board. It comes just a few days after  United
Arab Emirates Hope satellite was despatched and Nasa's Perseverance Rover is scheduled to take off on
30th July. The Martian authorities will probably quarantine them for 14 days, Covid precautions. 

I suppose it’s important for humans to push the boundaries and make new discoveries about this wonderful
creation we are part of.
This may upset a few people, but I rather think there is a more pressing need to focus on the problems here
on earth at the moment. That’s the discovery item, next the truth item.
                            ++++++++
A flare up of infections of Covid19 in the Australian state of Victoria has led to house to house testing
across Melbourne’s  hotspot  suburbs.  The authorities were surprised at  more 10,000 refusals  as mass
testing is carried out. This response maybe caused by a conspiracy theory for declining to take a Covid-19
test. Many people had received a text message that purported to be a police bulletin.  The text warned
against answering the door to doorknockers. It read: 

“People  are  going  door  to  door  doing  tests  and  handing  out  masks,  they  say  it’s  a  new  initiative  from local
government, they even have convincing ID badges. They will always ask you to put the mask on to see if it fits you
properly. It has been doused with chemicals which knocks you out cold and once you’re knocked out they proceed to
rob you. Please do not open the door to strangers. Remember, we are living in critical times and people are desperate
to take advantage with the aim of making money. Crime rate has skyrocketed, so please be cautious and play safe! The
Police Department.” 

How absolutely stupid and dangerous to put such a message out. Unfortunately, there are so many like this
going around. The one that went around in this country warned that the swab testing was in order to build
up a government DNA data base. This false information along with false news goes to exploit the confusion
and seeming lack of joined up planning for this pandemic.  

As Christians we have a fantastic resource for discovery – The Bible and the absolute truth in the word of 
God. Our faith grows by  Making new discoveries about Gods creation and knowing what is the truth.
Isaiah 45:18-19 For this is what the Lord says—
he who created the heavens, he is God;
he who fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited—he
says: “I am the Lord, and there is no other. I have not spoken in secret, from somewhere in a land of darkness; I have 
not said to Jacob’s descendants, ‘Seek me in vain.’ I, the Lord, speak the truth; I declare what is right.

John 8:32 … Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.”                                    
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