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Last Sunday we celebrated Pentecost. We heard 
how the church was empowered by the Holy Spirit 
and launches itself upon the world like a whirl 
wind. 120 disciples waiting in a house for the 
promised gift from above. They had no knowledge 
of exactly what it would be or when this would 
happen, but they were together expectantly 
waiting praying and praising God. There was no set 
liturgy back then in the early church, people just 
worshiped God because they wanted to. Worship 
was a natural reaction to God’s grace. In our time 
I think we have made some elements of Christian 
life limited by our man made (and they have been 
man made) traditions. It almost seems like 
freedom of expression, spontaneity and 
excitement had been edited out of worship. Sit 
down, stand up and recite this etc... More on that 
another time. But when the church came alive for 
the first time and was growing exponentially there 
was a counter response in the form of persecution. 
Religious authorities saw this new ‘following of the 
way’ movement to be a threat, they were worried 
about losing their power and status. The spiritual, 
religious and worldly battle began. The church has 
been persecuted and had dark times ever since. 
But the good news is with God in charge it has 
always prevailed. Pentecost is a great example of 
how the energising Holy Spirit enlivens the 
believers. People and situations are transformed. 
Through the generations, even in the darkest of 
times, there has always been a spark, an ember 
waiting for the wind of the Spirit to fan it into a 
fire.  
During the last year or so there has been much 
suspicion and resentment aimed at the church. A 
petition has been raised to go to parliament to - 
Remove exemptions for places of worship 
during lockdown and future restrictions. The 
proposer comments “It is unfair for places of 
worship to be allowed to remain open while 
recreational and hospitality places need to be 
closed that are important to people’s well-being 
and mental health”. So far it has 118 signatures, it 
has been going on for five months. I don’t think it 
will get through as it has a month to go. Any 
petition needs at least 10.000 signatures to be  
 

 
mentioned in parliament 100,000 to be debated. 
I’m not addressing that argument; but I see the 
thinking behind it. We must not be so arrogant 
that we should be entitled to open our buildings to 
the public when others can’t, we can be more 
creative about what we can do. Lockdown has 
been a challenge and has proved we can overcome 
these restrictions in other ways. It reminds us, if 
we needed reminding, God is not confined to a 
building but dwells in the hearts of his people. 
 
Churches have explored new ways to worship as 
lockdown eases. I have had a go at recording some 
services at home. I notice one of my local minister 
colleagues has had a very smart studio 
constructed with lighting and a professional auto 
cue, three cameras … do I sound envious?  
Churches like ours have been taking innovative 
steps to help keep their congregations as safe as 
possible. I thank everyone involved. 
All Saints Church in Crowborough recently 
welcomed more than 200 churchgoers (in 60 cars) 
to its first-ever outdoor drive-in church service – in 
a nearby field with views over the Sussex 
countryside. 
This current pandemic has seen us discovering 
more and more new ways to share God’s word, 
support each other and worship. I remember 
showing a slide of an American drive-in church a 
few years ago, everyone laughed, as if that could 
ever happen here. I hope the things we have 
learned over the last 14 months will not be lost as 
the world returns to a kind of normality. Let us 
continue to be creative an innovative with our 
worship. However we do it may it be heartfelt, 
joyous and a blessing to all, especially to God.  
 

Bible study 2nd June 7:00pm. Acts 18. 
 
Food and drink answers sorry they are so cheesy 
…1 Bacon roll, 2 Chicken Korma, 3 Lentils, 4 Spinach, 5 Teatime, 

6 Bottle Party, 7 Cornish Pasties, 8 Martini on ice and 9 Upside 

down pudding.  
Just one question this week –  

What kind of lights did Noah use on the ark? 
 

Andrew and Jill 


