
Musings from the Manse-Week 9. 16/05/20 

 
Hello again,  
I hope everyone is keeping safe and well. 

This week’s musings are around family, in 

particular our daughters in Australia. 
Emma and Liz both live in Queensland where the 

Covid virus has not hit as hard as here in the UK. 

Sure enough social distancing is practised and 
restaurants, cinema’s and such like have closed. 

However, schools only closed after the Easter 

holidays and are due to re-open at the end of 
May. 

This will be a great relief for Liz as she has had to 

combine home schooling Lily and doing her own 
job from home. Not being able to travel from 

Brisbane to visit Emma has been difficult as they 

are very close. 
Day care for Theo remained open and Emma and 

Scott have both continued to work. Theo’s 

routine hasn’t changed, and he remains blissfully 
unaware of what is going on around him. His 

main task at the moment is growing teeth and 

concentrating on his physio to help him get 
moving (He’s a little behind other children his age 

in crawling and standing due his premature birth 

and intrauterine growth restriction) 
Anyway, great excitement from Emma last 

weekend. The shops were beginning to re-open 

and a trip to the Shopping mall at Maroochydore 
was planned to buy some much needed new 

clothes for a growing Theo (now wearing 6-9 

months) and to spend some time around other 
people. Emma sent me a photo of the queues of 

people waiting to get in K Mart (you can buy 

almost anything in this shop!) 
Now I appreciate shopping may be  your worst 

nightmare, but it got me thinking about how 

much I am enjoying what may be described as 
simple pleasures .Out on my daily walk I’ve been 

so much more aware of the various bird calls, 

something I’ve not taken much notice of before.  

Maybe you’re enjoying your garden more and 
noticing the growth of new life (and weeds!). 

On a final note; Andrew has finally let me cut his 
hair! He’s now ready for any Zoom/Face time/Go 

To Meetings that may be required of him. This 

gave me a great satisfaction and sense of 
achievement and I hope the birds will make good 

use of the hair trimming to line their nests (that’s 

recycling going too far! A).        Bye for now, Jill 

                    
Have you noticed the amount of craft type 
programmes on TV? From sewing to life 
drawing classes. They have been inspiring 
people to get crafty during these times. I think 
Grayson Perry is planning a major exhibition 
of ordinary people’s artwork inspired by the 
lock down when we are allowed out into the 
world. Through some of the submissions you 
can tell people have had time to look at the 
world around them. Anything at hand will do as 
a subject; a portrait of a pet, a bowl of fruit or 
a view from their balcony. Its good to get back 
in touch with the simple things of life. 
On YouTube there is a posh chap named 
Joolz who films walking guides of London. 
Very interesting, they remind me of all the 
place I used to frequent back in the old days 
when I was a lad. The last one he did was in 
April.  The once crowded streets were almost 
empty. He remarked that ‘surprisingly he 
missed all those smiling faces looking at their 
phones and getting in the way’. The things we 
miss! What do you miss? 
 
Some encouraging words from scripture that 
have come to me this week. 

• He will transform my Valley of Trouble 
into a gateway of hope (Hosea 2:15) 

• I consider that our present sufferings 
are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 

• We know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, those 
who have been called according to his 
purpose. (Romans 8:18 & 28) 

 
I saw two posters recently that seemed very 

relevant. 
Life doesn’t have to be perfect to be wonderful. 

 

I find myself happy with the simple things. 

Appreciating the blessings God gave me. 

Andrew 


