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Summer is well and truly here! As I write this 
article the temperature is 28 degrees+. Quite 
warm, yes, it’s definitely summer. Plants and 
unfortunately weeds are flourishing. People 
are flocking to the beaches. The sky is blue, 
and the birds are singing. Definitely summer. 
Even in scripture there is a clue to know when 
its summer. Mark 13:28 “Now learn this lesson 
from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get 
tender and its leaves come out, you know 
that summer is near. Remember though, as 
my mum would say after my June birthday, 
‘the nights are drawing in’. That sounds a bit 
depressing we have arrived at mid-summer 
and now we have to mark its demise. 
 
However, when you read this it is probably 
raining. Will this be as good a summer as the 
ones we may have experienced in the past? It 
will certainly be different. Summer evokes 
many memories. For some the mark of a good 
summer is all down to the weather, some 
people bask in the sun’s rays, others shelter 
away from it. We grumble about the cold and 
rain in winter we grumble about how hot it is in 
summer. I recall newspaper headlines like 
‘whew what a scorcher’ when temperatures 

reached 40c. It’s reassuring to know at all times 
- The Lord watches over you—the Lord is your 
shade at your right hand; the sun will not harm 
you by day, nor the moon by night. Psalm 121 

 
Predicting the weather is risky. I remember 
being told by a wise old neighbour- you can tell 
what the weather is like by hanging a piece of 
seaweed outside your front door. I was 
amazed and asked how is that possible? 
Simple, when you bring it in and feel it, if its 
wet it’s raining!! Remember Michael Fish the 
weatherman? A few hours before the Great 
Storm of 1987 broke, on 15 October 1987, he 
said during a forecast: "Earlier on today, 
apparently, a woman rang the BBC and said 
she heard there was a hurricane on the way. 
Well, if you're watching, don't worry, there 
isn't!". The storm was the worst to hit South 
East England for three centuries, causing 
record damage and killing 19 people. 
 
Do you remember it would always rain a few 
days during the Wimbledon fortnight that was  

 
pretty much guaranteed … Wimbledon 
fortnight that was a tennis competition, 
strawberries and cream etc. Not this year 
though. Not this year though for a lot of things 
sadly. So desperate sports programs on the 
TV are showing reruns of great matches and 
games from the past, when things were better. 
 
When I was a young lad growing up in rural 
Hertfordshire, I remember the summer 
holidays they were so long, and it never ever 
rained. [It probably did in reality] My friends 
and I would set out early in the morning, taking 
a packed lunch, had many an adventure and 
were back in time for tea. The downside was I 
would always have terrible hay fever this 2020 
is the first year I have not sneezed my head 
off, I can’t explain why. Memories are often 
embellished; we hark back to the good old 
days. But were they actually any better? Were 
summers really longer? We want that 
reassurance that everything is as it should be. 
Of course, in these challenging times we face 
uncertainty. It is unsettling for everyone. 
However, we are going to be able to gradually 
get back to some kind of normal. But it won’t 
be the same as it was for many months. We 
are encouraged to take baby steps to getting 
back to how we were rather than giant leaps. 
To keep the R number down. 
 
Nostalgia is rather comforting. But- ‘Nostalgia 
Is Not What It Used To Be’ (Simone 

Signoret). As humans we have a tendency to 
long for times gone bye. For example - even 
though the Israelite community had been 
released from slavery “they grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron. 3The Israelites said to 
them, “If only we had died by the Lord’s hand 
in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat 
and ate all the food we wanted, but you have 
brought us out into this desert to starve this 
entire assembly to death.” Exodus 16:2-3. Ah 
the good old days! Some are good and 
encouraging memories … 1 Thessalonians 3:6 

Timothy’s Encouraging Report; But Timothy has 

just now come to us from you and has brought good 

news about your faith and love. He has told us that 

you always have pleasant memories of us and that 

you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. 

To be continued …….          Andrew and Jill 

http://biblehub.com/exodus/16-3.htm

